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BAGRUT Plus
Module C: Test 5

PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS  (100 points)

فهم املقروء (100 درجة) הבנת הנקרא )100	נקודות(	
أقراء القطعة التالية ومن ثم اجب على األسئلة من 1–10. קרא	את	הקטע	שלפניך	וענה	על	השאלות	1–10.	

Read the article below and then answer questions 1–10.

LEARNING ABOUT SPIDERS

In several surveys of children, spiders were found to be among the three animals they 
most disliked. Surveys of adults reveal that almost half of women and ten percent of 
men are afraid of spiders. That’s why Linda Rayor, a teacher at Cornell University, 
begins her course on spiders with something unusual. She shows her students a film 
about spiders, talks about spiders with excitement, and brings in different spiders for 
the class to see. Using education, she hopes to cure her students of 
arachnophobia — the fear of spiders. 

“People are so scared of spiders; I just don’t understand it,” says Linda Rayor, who has 
been teaching a class about spider biology since 1994. She wonders why people find 
spiders more frightening than other insects. Is it because they are furry, have long legs, 
and have more than two eyes? Or is it because they make webs?  

Whatever the reason, Rayor has had great success turning her arachnophobic students 
into spider lovers. Jennifer Chow, a student from New Jersey, arrived in the class last 
August with the usual fear and hatred of spiders. She ended the course owning a 
tarantula that she named Alice. “Alice is alive and well,” Chow says of her eight-legged 
pet. “Although I can’t take her out of her home, since she has fangs, I have grown very 
fond of her.”  

Chow is not alone. Every year, many of Rayor’s students become so excited by her 
class that they decide to buy their own spiders. In addition to understanding spider 
behavior, they learn about the risks of poisonous spiders and how webs are made. They 
also observe spiders and discover interesting facts about them. For example, Melissa 
Jensen watched a tarantula move around inside a glass cage and noticed the beauty of 
its movements. Leanne Cronin found that one of her tarantulas only moved around 
between one and three o’clock in the morning. 

“It’s really a good class,” says Beth Germano, who decided to specialize in spider 
behavior after studying with Rayor. “It’s addictive.” 
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QUESTIONS   (100 points)

Answer questions 1–10 in English according to the article and the instructions.

1. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 1–7)
Surveys show that many people _______________________________________.

(10 points)

2. Give ONE strategy that Rayor uses to cure her students of arachnophobia.  
(lines 1–7)
ANSWER: ________________________________________________________

(8 points)

3. What information are we given about Linda Rayor’s course? (lines 1–11)
PUT AN X BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS. 
___  i) How long it is.
___ ii) Where it takes place.
___ iii) How much it costs.
___ iv) When she began teaching it.
___ v) How many students there are.
___ vi) Why students attend it.  

 (2x7=14 points)

4. i) CIRCLE THE CORRECT ANSWER, YES or NO. (lines 7–11)
 Linda Rayor knows why people are afraid of spiders.      YES  /  NO

 (5 points)

ii) Copy the words which justify your answer.
 ANSWER: _____________________________________________________

(5 points)

5. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 12–17)
Jennifer Chow is an example of a student who became ______________________ 
________________________________________________________________.

  (8 points)
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6. Why doesn’t Jennifer Chow take Alice out of her cage? (lines 12–17)
CIRCLE THE NUMBER OF THE CORRECT ANSWER. 
i) Alice might hurt Jennifer.
ii) Jennifer might hurt Alice.
iii) Other people are afraid of Alice.  
iv) Alice might run away.

(7 points)

7. What is the meaning of the word “well” as it is used in line 15?
CIRCLE THE NUMBER OF THE CORRECT DICTIONARY DEFINITION.
i) well adv. very much	
ii) well n. a deep hole in the ground from which water is obtained
iii) well adv. completely or fully
iv) well adj. in good health 

(7 points)

8. What is ONE thing that students learn in Rayor’s class? (lines 18–24)
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. 
How spiders _______________________________.

 (8 points)

9. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 18–24)
Leanne Cronin and Melissa Jensen are examples of students who _____________
________________________________________________________________.

 (10 points)

10. How does Linda Rayor influence the students who take her course on spider 
biology? Write TWO answers.
i) __________________________________________________________
ii) _____________________________________________________________

(2x9=18  points)
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BAGRUT STRATEGY # 5 — EXAMPLES

 

Module C: Test 5

Examples mentioned in the text often help readers understand the text more clearly 
and also make the text more interesting. In the Bagrut, you may be asked to give an 
example of something mentioned in the text, or what something in the text is an 
example of.  For instance, question 5 asks:

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 12–17)
Jennifer Chow is an example of a student who became _____________________.

The text on page 37 says: “Whatever the reason, Rayor has had great success turning 
her arachnophobic students into spider lovers. Jennifer Chow, a student from New 
Jersey, arrived in the class last August with the usual fear and hatred of spiders. She 
ended the course owning a tarantula that she named Alice.” 

To answer the question, look at what is written in the text before Jennifer Chow is 
mentioned.

Question 9 asks:
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 18–24)
Leanne Cronin and Melissa Jensen are examples of students who ______________
_________________________________________________________________.

In this case, it is very clear that these girls are examples of a larger group, because 
the sentence about Melissa Jensen starts with the phrase “For example.” If you go 
backwards from there, you will see what she is an example of. 

This question could also be asked in the opposite form: 
Give TWO examples of students who observed spiders and discovered interesting 
facts about them.

In that case, you would have to reread the text after the sentence which talks about 
students observing spiders.

Remember! Examples usually come after the fact or rule that they illustrate. 

SAMPLE
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BAGRUT STRATEGY PRACTICE

Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions.

1. Arachnophobia, a fear of spiders, can affect some people very strongly. For example, 
when Kelly Nuzzo sees a picture of spiders in a magazine, she throws the magazine 
across the room, and it takes her several hours to become calm again.    

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
Kelly Nuzzo is an example of a person who _______________________________
________________________________________________________________.

2. Don’t waste your time lying on the beach this summer — take advantage of the 
long vacation and do something useful. The summer is the perfect time to get 
a job and earn some money, or to learn something new and different. There are 
also many charitable organizations that would be very happy to accept you as a 
temporary volunteer.

Give TWO examples of useful things that you can do during the summer vacation.
i) _____________________________________________________________
ii) _____________________________________________________________

3. The Technology Fair opened yesterday in Las Vegas, and I’ve already discovered 
some amazing new machines, as well as some that are not so amazing. Miseko’s 
Talking Computer, which can actually understand everything that you tell it, is the 
best exhibit I’ve seen so far. The Robot Chef, which is programmed to cook five 
thousand different dishes, also impressed me. Hasford’s Electronic Bed, however, 
seems like a real waste of money to me. Unfortunately, the exhibition halls are very 
crowded, and they are also very hot. Despite these and other technical problems, 
the Technology Fair is a wonderful place to visit.

i) Give ONE example of an amazing machine, and ONE example of a machine 
that is not so amazing.

 a) Amazing: _________________________________________________
 b) Not so amazing: ____________________________________________
ii) COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
 The heat in the exhibition halls is an example of a ____________________

_____________________________________________________________.
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Module C: Test 5

VOCABULARY BOOSTER

A.	 Translate	the	words	in bold	according	to	the	context	of	the	sentence.	 	

1.	 Surveys	show	that	both	children	and	adults	are	afraid	of	spiders.		
_________________

2.	 When	Jennifer	Chow	arrived	in	Linda	Rayor’s	class	last	August,	she	hated	spiders.	
_________________

3.	 Linda	Rayor	teaches	her	students	about	spider	behavior	and	how	webs	are	made.	
_________________

4.	 Rayor	has	had	great	success	curing	her	students	of	arachnophobia.		
_________________

5.	 Linda	Rayor	doesn’t	know	why	so	many	people have	a	fear	of	spiders.		
_________________

6.	 Are	spiders	more	frightening	than	other	insects?	_________________
7.	 Almost	half	of	adult	women	are	afraid	of	spiders.	_________________
8.	 In addition	 to	 learning	 about	 the	 risks	 of	 poisonous	 spiders,	 Rayor’s	 students	

observe	spiders	and	discover	interesting	facts	about	them.	_________________
9.	 Melissa	Jensen	noticed	the	beauty	of	a	tarantula’s	movements.		

_________________
10.	 Jennifer	Chow	owns	a	tarantula	named	Alice.	_________________
11.	 Almost	ten	percent	of	men	are	afraid	of	spiders.	_________________
12.	 Surveys	 reveal	 that	 spiders	 are	 among	 the	 three	 animals	 children	 most	 dislike.	

_________________
13.	 After	studying	with	Rayor,	Beth	Germano	decided	to	specialize	in	spider	behavior.	

_________________
14.	 There	have	been	several	surveys	asking	people	how	they	feel	about	spiders.		

_________________
15.	 When	 Leanne	 Cronin	 watched	 her	 tarantulas,	 she	 discovered	 that	 one	 of	

them	 only	 moved	 around	 between	 one	 and	 three	 o’clock	 in	 the	 morning.		
_________________

SAMPLE
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Module C: Test 5

B.	 Complete	the	table	with	the	different	parts	of	speech	belonging	to	each	word	
family.	Use	the	Oxford	Student’s	Dictionary	if	necessary.

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

1. frightening —

2. specially

3. arrival — —

4. own — —

5. revealing —

6. behavior — —

7. notice

8. cure —

C.	 Match	the	words	to	their	synonyms	/	meanings.	

___	1.	 someone	over	eighteen		 a)	 watch
___	2.	 show	 b)	 half
___	3.	 fifty	percent c)	 fear
___	4.	 make	a	sick	person	healthy	 d)	 reveal
___	5.	 look	at	 e)	 arrive	at
___	6.	 also	 f)	 cure
___	7.	 a	feeling	of	being	afraid	 g)	 in	addition
___	8.	 reach	 h)	 adult	

SAMPLE
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D.	 Fill	in	the	sentences	using	the	words	printed	in	bold	in	Exercise	A.	Change	the	
form	of	a	word	if	necessary.	Remember	to	capitalize	words	that	come	at	the	
beginning	of	a	sentence.

1.	 A	recent	_______________	of	900	men	shows	that	most	men	like	the	color	red.
2.	 The	Amber	Hotel	serves	all	its	guests	three	full	meals	a	day.	_______________,	

there	is	a	cake	and	coffee	room	open	twenty-four	hours	a	day.
3.	 If	you	want	to	become	a	doctor,	you	must	decide	which	area	of	medicine	you	want	

to	_______________	in,	such	as	cardiology	or	neurology.
4.	 The	children	got	a	reward	for	their	good	_______________.
5.	 Because	she	was	once	bitten	by	a	dog,	Ayala	has	a	very	strong	_______________	

of	dogs.
6.	 He	tried	to	hide	his	anger,	but	his	face	_______________	his	feelings.
7.	 You	are	an	_______________	—	please	try	to	behave	like	one!
8.	 I	can’t	speak	to	you	now.	Please	call	me	back	in	_______________	an	hour.
9.	 Did	you	_______________	the	man	who	just	got	off	the	bus?	He	looks	like	Barack	

Obama.
10.	 According	 to	doctors,	30	_______________	of	British	 teenagers	sleep	 less	 than	

seven	hours	a	night.

E.	 Fill	in	the	sentences	with	the	words	in	bold.	What	is	the	difference	between	…	

1.	 watch	and	look at?	You	_______________	something	that	changes	over	a	period	
of	time,	for	example,	a	movie.	However,	when	you	_______________	something,	
it	may	be	something	that	stays	the	same,	such	as	a	picture,	and	you	can	do	so	for	
just	a	short	time.

2.	 own	 and	 have?	 We	 usually	 use	 the	 word	 _________________	 to	 talk	 about	
important	 possessions,	 like	 a	 house	 or	 a	 shop.	 _________________	 is	 a	 more	
general	word	 to	use	 for	 things	 that	belong	 to	you,	and	can	also	be	used	 to	 talk	
about	people,	for	example,	family	members,	friends,	teachers,	and	colleagues.

3.	 frightening	and	frightened?	If	you	see	something	_______________,	you	may	
become	_______________.

4.	 notice	and	realize?	You	______________	with	your	mind.	You	______________	
with	your	senses.	

5.	 percent	 and	 percentage?	 You	 must	 put	 the	 word	 “a,”	 and	 you	 can	 also	 add	 an	
adjective	like	“big”	or	“small,”	before	_______________.	You	must	put	a	number	
before	_______________.
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