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Module E: Test 1
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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS  (70 points)

Read the article below and then answer questions 1–5.

COMPANY AIMS TO COLONIZE MARS

When Mark Homnick, Bruce Mackenzie, and Joseph Palaia founded their company, 
4Frontiers Corp., they set themselves an impressive goal: to send twelve space pioneers 
to build a colony on Mars within the next twenty years. Does this sound like a fantasy, 
appropriate only for science fiction novels? That is most people’s initial reaction to the 
idea, but the three men vehemently disagree. They are very serious about their venture, 
and are working hand in hand with leading scientists to achieve their aim. 

When someone asks Palaia why anyone would want to leave the comforts of Earth 
and move to a bare, far away planet, his eyes light up. For him, traveling to Mars is all 
about adventure and exploration. “If you had the opportunity to 
be there in the beginning, when America was settled, what would 
you pay?” he says. “It’s time for that to happen again.” 

The three company heads, who hope to raise at least $30 million 
from investors, are also excited about the mining opportunities on Mars. They claim 
that many of Earth’s natural resources are disappearing, and that Mars could provide 
alternative resources. So far, however, they haven’t managed to convince as many people 
as they’d like, and have sold only about $500,000 worth of company stock. 

What is actually involved in colonizing Mars? Unlike other space oriented businesses, 
4Frontiers is more focused on how people will live on Mars than on how they will 
get there. Its team of advisors is working on the three areas necessary for long-term 
survival: housing, food, and technology. Their goal is to give colonists the tools to live 
on Mars independently, using only what they take with them on their initial trip and 
resources available on the planet. 

4Frontiers’ staff and board of directors include many respected names in the field of 
space exploration, such as Buzz Aldrin, one of the first two astronauts to land on the 
moon. Nevertheless, many people remain skeptical, and one of the company’s main 
goals is to show them that living on Mars is more than just a dream. 4Frontiers has 
developed science lesson plans for schools based on the theme of Mars exploration, and 
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also intends to construct a 2,330-square-meter replica of its planned Mars settlement. 
Besides its educational value, 4Frontiers hopes that this tourist attraction will generate 
some much needed income. 

QUESTIONS   (70 points)

Answer questions 1–5 in English according to the article and according to the 
instructions.

1. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 1–6)
Although most people ______________________________________________, 
the three founders of 4Frontiers Corp. believe ____________________________
________________________________________________________________.

(2x9=18 points)

2. According to lines 1–6, Homnick, Mackenzie, and Palaia are very serious about 
their venture. Give ONE fact from a different paragraph that proves this. 
ANSWER: ________________________________________________________

 (9 points)

3. Give TWO benefits of setting up a colony on Mars. Write ONE answer from  
lines 7–11, and ONE answer from lines 12–16.
i) _____________________________________________________________
ii) _____________________________________________________________

 (2x9=18 points)

4. What are the TWO main areas that 4Frontiers Corp. is currently working on? 
PUT AN X BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS. (lines 17–30)
___ i) Developing a space rocket that can reach Mars.
___ ii) Trying to find signs of life on Mars.
___ iii) Convincing people that colonizing Mars is possible.
___ iv) Searching for new staff members and directors.
___ v) Developing ways for colonists to lead a normal life on Mars.
___ vi) Convincing people to join the initial team of space pioneers.

 (2x8=16 points)

5. Which problem faced by 4Frontiers Corp. is mentioned both in lines 12–16 and in 
lines 27–30?  
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. 
The company _____________________________________________________.

 (9 points)
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PART II: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM SPOKEN TEXTS  (30 points)

Answer questions 6–10 according to the broadcast. In questions 6 and 9, circle 
the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.  
(5 points for each correct answer.)  

GETTING ENOUGH SLEEP

6. In his introduction, Bill Shannon says that (—).  
i) the majority of Americans don’t sleep enough
ii) Americans used to sleep more in the past
iii) Americans sleep less than people in other countries
iv) the average American sleeps about six hours a night

7. What does Bill say about his sleeping habits?
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
He usually sleeps __________________________________________________.

8. What advice does Dr. Miller give about sleep?
PUT AN X BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
___ i) Sleep more on weekends.
___ ii) Don’t sleep less than eight hours a night.
___ iii) Get the same amount of sleep every night.
___ iv) Sleep more when you are sick.
___ v) Go to sleep early and get up early.
___ vi) Sleep at least seven hours a night.

9. What is ONE reason that people consult with Dr. Miller?
i) It’s hard for them to go to bed on time.
ii) They spend too much time sleeping. 
iii) They can only sleep in their own bed.
iv) They don’t feel rested when they get up in the morning.

10. Give ONE way to cure sleep apnea.
ANSWER: ________________________________________________________
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BAGRUT STRATEGY # 1 — SENTENCE COMPLETIONS

In Module E, F, and G sentence completion questions, you must usually reword 
information that is written in the text; that is, you need to write your answer 
differently from the way it appears in the text. For example, question 5 asks:

Which problem faced by 4Frontiers Corp. is mentioned both in lines 12–16 and in 
lines 27–30?  
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. 
The company ______________________________________________________.

The answer to the quest ion appears in lines 15–16 and in lines 29–30: 
“So far, however, they haven’t managed to convince as many people as they’d like, 
and have sold only about $500,000 worth of company stock.” 
“4Frontiers hopes that this tourist attraction will generate some much needed 
income.” 

From these two sentences, it is clear that 4Frontiers has a financial problem. 
However, you can not copy either of the two sentences directly into the sentence 
completion if you want to get full points for this question. Instead, you must write 
the answer in your own words, for example: The company doesn’t have money.  OR  
The company needs (to generate) income.

Sentence completion rewordings can be relatively simple; that is, you can use the same 
words as the text, simply changing their grammatical form. For example: changing 
the tense of the sentence, changing a sentence from positive to negative or from 
negative to positive, changing the pronoun and / or gender of the subject / object, 
and changing the sentence from singular to plural, or from plural to singular, when 
there is a difference between the two forms. 

However, sentence completion questions in Modules E, F, and G are often more 
sophisticated, and sometimes require using words which do not appear in the text 
at all.  

For example, the text on page 5 says: “Nevertheless, many people remain skeptical, 
and one of the company’s main goals is to show them that living on Mars is more 
than just a dream. 4Frontiers has developed science lesson plans for schools based 
on the theme of Mars exploration, and also intends to construct a 2,330-square-
meter replica of its planned Mars settlement.” 
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BAGRUT STRATEGY PRACTICE

Read the paragraphs below and on page 10 and answer the sentence completion 
questions. 

1. If you thought that Israel was the world leader in cell phones, think again. Israelis 
do own a respectable number of cell phones, with an average of one mobile phone 
per person, including babies and very young children. However, Luxembourg is 
far ahead of Israel, with 158 cell phones for every hundred residents. Lithuania is 
next, boasting 127 mobile phones per hundred Lithuanians, and is closely followed 
by Italy, where there are 122 cell phones for every hundred people. Cell phones 
have become so popular in some European countries that many people consider 
landlines superfluous. In Lithuania and Finland, for instance, nearly 50 percent of 
households have replaced their landline with a mobile phone. 

What facts do we learn from this paragraph?
i) Israelis don’t own ______________________________________________.
ii) Luxembourg, Lithuania, and Italy are _______________________________.
iii) In some European countries, landlines ______________________________.

You could get the following sentence completion question:
Why has 4Frontiers Corp. developed science lesson plans?
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
The company wants to educate people who don’t ___________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

The text tells us that 4Frontiers Corp. wants to educate people who remain skeptical. 
You have to find a verb with the opposite meaning of “be skeptical” because the 
completion is in negative form (don’t). You also have to note what these people are 
skeptical of. Therefore, the correct answer is:
The company wants to educate people who don’t believe that living on Mars is more 
than just a dream / people can really live on Mars.

Remember! Sentence completions in Modules E, F, and G almost always need 
rewording.

SAMPLE



Module E: Test 1

10

2. Donna Dickey always knew that Jack, her seven-kilo orange and white cat, was 
fierce, but it took an incident with a bear to realize just how fierce. In the past, Jack 
had protected his territory as well as a guard dog, chasing small animals that had 
wandered into his owner’s backyard. When a large black bear entered the yard, he 
reacted in the same way, angrily hissing at the bear and chasing it up a tree. When 
the frightened bear descended from the tree fifteen minutes later, Jack promptly 
chased it up another tree. It was only when Dickey called Jack inside that the bear 
left the tree and ran for its life. “He doesn’t want anybody in his yard,” was Dickey’s 
only explanation for the incredible tale.

What makes this tale so incredible?
i) Jack wasn’t ____________________________________________________.
ii) The bear was __________________________________________________.

3. It’s time for clowns to stop smiling. Researchers from the University of Sheffield 
discovered, to their great surprise, that children do not like clowns. A survey of 250 
hospital patients aged between four and sixteen shows that clowns are universally 
disliked, and that even older children fear them. These findings have caused 
some hospitals to rethink the practice of having clowns visit young patients, and 
ultimately, may send some clowns to the unemployment office. 

i) Why were the researchers surprised?
The young patients they surveyed __________________________________.

ii) What may happen as a result of this survey?
Hospitals may decide ____________________________________________.
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VOCABULARY BOOSTER

A.	 Translate	the	words	in bold	according	to	the	context	of	the	sentence.	 	

1.	 Homnick,	Mackenzie,	and	Palaia	are	working	hand	in	hand	with	leading	scientists	
to	achieve	their	aim.	_________________

2.	 Their	goal	of	building	a	colony	on	Mars	sounds	like	a	fantasy,	appropriate	only	for	
science	fiction	novels.	_________________

3.	 Homnick,	Mackenzie,	and	Palaia	claim	that	many	of	Earth’s	natural	resources	are	
disappearing.	_________________

4.	 The	three	company	heads	haven’t	managed	to convince	as	many	people	as	they’d	
like.	_________________

5.	 4Frontiers	hopes	that	 its	replica	of	a	Mars	settlement	will	generate	some	much	
needed	income.	_________________

6.	 Homnick,	Mackenzie,	and	Palaia	have	set	themselves	an	impressive	goal.		
_________________	

7.	 4Frontiers’	goal	is	to	give	Mars	colonists	the	tools	to	live	on	Mars	independently.	
_________________

8.	 Most	people’s	initial	reaction	to	the	idea	of	a	colony	on	Mars	is	skepticism.		
_________________

9.	 4Frontiers	intends	to	construct	a	replica	of	its	planned	Mars	settlement.		
_________________

10.	 So	far,	the	company	has	only	managed	to	sell	about	$500,000	worth	of	company	
stock.	_________________

11.	 The	three	company	heads	hope	to	raise	at	least	$30	million	from	investors.		
_________________

12.	 Homnick,	 Mackenzie,	 and	 Palaia	 claim	 that	 Mars	 could	 provide	 Earth	 with	
alternative	resources.	_________________

13.	 Palaia	 compares	 being	 the	 first	 to	 colonize	 Mars	 to	 being	 the	 first	 to	 settle	 in	
America.	_________________

14. The	company’s	team	of	advisors	is	working	on	the	three	areas	necessary	for	long-
term	survival.	_________________

15.	 4Frontiers	says	that	its	replica	of	a	Mars	settlement	has	much	educational	value.	
_________________
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B.	 Complete	the	table	with	the	different	parts	of	speech	belonging	to	each	word	
family.	Use	the	Oxford	Student’s	Dictionary	if	necessary.

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

1. convince

2. valuable —

3. claim — —

4. — independently

5. impressive —

6. achieve —

7. intention

8. settle — —

C.	 Match	the	words	to	their	synonyms	/	meanings.

___	1.	 the	first	time	 a)	 survival
___	2.	 go	to	live	in	a	new	country	/	area	/	town	 b)	 convince
___	3.	 plan	to	do	something	 c)	 intend
___	4.	 managing	to	live	in	difficult	circumstances	 d)	 appropriate
___ 5.	 by	one’s	self	 e)	 settle
___ 6.	 cause	someone	to	agree	with	you	 f)	 independently
___	7.	 how	much	something	is	worth	 g)	 initial
___ 8.	 suitable	 h)	 value
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D.	 Fill	in	the	sentences	using	the	words	printed	in	bold	in	Exercise	A.	Change	the	
form	of	a	word	if	necessary.	

1.	 If	you	want	to	start	a	high	tech	company,	you	need	to	______________	money	
from	investors.

2. The	plan	to	cut	down	part	of	the	forest	in	order	to	build	a	new	neighborhood	has	
______________		a	lot	of	controversy.		

3.	 I	was	very	lucky	this	morning.	I	______________	to	get	to	school	on	time	even	
though	I	woke	up	half	an	hour	late.

4.	 Solar	energy	is	one	of	the	most	important	______________	here	on	Earth.
5.	 If	you	want	to	______________	success,	you	must	start	working	harder.	
6.	 Raoul	Wallenberg,	a	Righteous	Gentile,	was	responsible	for	the	______________	

of	thousands	of	Hungarian	Jews	during	World	War	II.
7.	 Winning	the	Nobel	Prize	is	a	very	______________	achievement.
8.	 Is	it	______________	for	a	wedding	guest	to	wear	a	white	dress?
9.	 Many	 diet	 pill	 manufacturers	 ______________	 that	 their	 pills	 cause	 easy	 and	

immediate	weight	loss,	but	in	most	cases,	this	is	not	true.
10.	 The	______________	of	a	used	car	depends	on	its	age	and	condition.

E.	 Fill	in	the	sentences	with	the	words	in	bold.	Remember	to	capitalize	words	that	
come	at	the	beginning	of	a	sentence.	What	is	the	difference	between	…	

1.	 generate	 and	 produce?	 You	 can	 ______________	 tangible	 objects,	 such	 as	
computers	 and	 bicycles.	 You	 can	 ______________	 intangible	 things,	 such	 as	
electricity	and	controversy.

2.	 raise	and	draft?	To	_________________	money	is	to	convince	people	to	donate	
money	for	a	specific	purpose.	To	_________________	someone	into	the	army	is	
to	order	a	person	to	join	the	army.

3.	 manage	and	succeed?	Both	words	have	a	similar	meaning,	but	one	of	them	focuses	
more	on	the	effort	involved,	and	is	usually	followed	by	an	infinitive,	e.g.,	Did	you	
_________________	 to	 hand	 in	 your	 project	 on	 time?	 _________________,	
on	the	other	hand,	focuses	more	on	the	outcome.	It	can	never be	followed	by	an	
infinitive,	but	may	be	followed	by	in	+	gerund.

4.	 source	and	resource?	A	_________________	is	where	you	get	something	from.	A	
_________________	is	a	supply	of	something	that	is	available	for	use.
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