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BAGRUT Plus
Module G: Test 9

PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS  (60 points)

Read the article below and then answer questions 1–7.

TO LOCK OR NOT TO LOCK?

Anita Hayes misplaced her keys a few months ago, but even before that, the thirty-six-
year-old advertising executive never locked her front door. Even though Hayes lives 
in New York City, not in a small town where unlocked doors are the norm, she isn’t 
concerned. “I pay $1,500 a month for that peace of mind,” she says, explaining that 
the maintenance fee she pays at her luxury apartment building includes two doormen 
on the premises twenty-four hours a day. “Even delivery people aren’t allowed 
unescorted entry. As long as I’ve been living here, there hasn’t been even one 
crime in this building.”

Hayes is not the only one who keeps her front door unlocked. A survey of a 
thousand homeowners across the United States has revealed that the majority 
of homeowners don’t always lock their front door. Surprisingly, many of those “non-
lockers” also live in large cities. Many claim convenience as the overriding factor. 
“Why should I fumble for my key every time I enter or leave my house?” asks twenty-
eight-year-old Steve, who shares his Seattle home with two roommates who also hate 
locking up. “Carrying around keys is a nuisance,” he adds.   

Others, like Ben and Deborah Ashton, believe that an unlocked door helps create and 
maintain a welcoming and warm ambience. The Ashtons, whose front door is never 
locked, are often surprised by uninvited family members and friends lounging in their 
living room. “We love it when people drop by unexpectedly,” says Deborah, “and our 
open door policy encourages that.” 

Are the non-lockers reckless? Well, that depends on your point of view. Sophia, a 
fifty-year-old Florida lawyer always double-locks her door and cannot comprehend 
why anyone would put themselves and their family in danger by not locking up. “If 
you want to be naïve and rely on luck,” she says flatly, “you may end up as a statistic.” 
Inspector James Murtagh, a police commander at a precinct with some of the most 
expensive real estate in Manhattan, concurs. He estimates that about a quarter of the 
burglaries in his district are not forced entries, but unlawful entries through open doors 
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or windows. His estimate corresponds fairly closely with the percentage of unlawful 
entries without force in the national statistics for burglaries.    

Gary, a twenty-two-year-old Boston college student, dismisses these statistics. “While 
I was growing up,” he says, “my parents’ house, with all its high-tech security systems, 
was robbed at least twice. My attitude is that if someone wants to break into my house, 
a locked door won’t deter him.” Ron Grover, a New York security expert, strongly 
counsels his clients not to take that risk. “It’s true that if a thief is very determined, 
almost nothing will stop him. But don’t make it easy for less determined criminals to 
succeed.”

At the same time, Grover admits, “When I leave my house for the day, I always lock 
up, but when I’m just going out on a few errands, I don’t bother. I feel safe when I’m 
only going out for an hour or two, but I really don’t know why.” Will he end up being 
a victim of his own complacency?  

QUESTIONS   (60 points)

Answer questions 1–7 in English according to the article. In questions 5 and 7, circle 
the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1. Why doesn’t Anita Hayes lock her front door? (lines 1–8)  
ANSWER: ________________________________________________________

 (8 points)

2. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. Base your answer on both the first and the second 
paragraphs.
Anita Hayes is brought as an example __________________________________
________________________.

 (9 points)

3. Give TWO reasons mentioned in lines 9–20 for not locking doors. Take each 
reason from a different paragraph.  
COMPLETE THE SENTENCES.
i) Locking your door _____________________________________________.
ii) Locking your door _____________________________________________.

(2x6=12 points)
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4. In your own words, explain Sophia’s statement in lines 24–25. 
ANSWER: _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

(8 points)

5. What is the connection between the second paragraph and the fourth paragraph?
i) The former presents a situation, the latter argues against it.
ii) The former presents a problem, the latter presents a solution.
iii) The former presents a situation, the latter justifies it.
iv) The former presents an effect, the latter presents a cause.

 (8 points)

6. How does Ron Grover’s opinion on locking up differ from Gary’s opinion?  
(lines 30–36) 
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
He believes that a locked door _______________________________________.

(8 points)

7. What are we told about Ron Grover in lines 30–40? 
i) He isn’t a risk-taker.
ii) He ignores his own advice.
iii) He feels that his behavior is reckless.
iv) His behavior is always calculated.

 (7 points)

PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION  (40 points)

Write 120–140 words in English on the following topic.

8. Your school newspaper has asked readers to write on the following topic:

How do you envision your life twenty years from now? 

Write a passage for the newspaper describing your job, relationships, place of 
residence, and other aspects of your life as you hope that they will be twenty years 
from now (real or imaginary).  
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BAGRUT STRATEGY # 9 — WRITING A DESCRIPTION

Although the Module G writing task (Written Presentation) is usually an opinion 
composition, it is possible that you may be asked to write a description composition 
instead. For example, in the writing task on page 75, you are asked to write a 
description of how you envision your life twenty years from now. 

In a description composition, you will be asked to describe a person, a place, a 
tangible object, or an intangible thing such as a goal or dream. Because this includes 
a very wide range of subjects, it is a little hard to properly prepare for the description 
writing task. Nevertheless, there are some guidelines that can help you: 

1. Always start with a title on the first line. For example, for the writing task on 
page 75, “My Life Twenty Years From Now” or “How I Envision My Future 
Life” would be appropriate titles.  

2. Your composition should have at least three paragraphs: an opening (where 
you introduce your topic), a body (where you write the main ideas of your 
composition), and a conclusion (where you sum up your composition). Either 
leave an empty line between each paragraph, or indent the first line of each new 
paragraph. Remember to leave margins on both sides of the page.

3. You may start your introduction by rephrasing the writing task, e.g., “How do 
I envision my life in twenty years from now?” and then continuing on your 
own. However, you can also introduce your topic in other ways: by telling an 
anecdote or a joke, by providing statistics, by mentioning a famous quote, by 
stating general facts about the topic, etc. Remember that the first paragraph is 
only an introduction — it shouldn’t be too long.

4. The body of your composition should focus on describing whatever person, 
place, or thing you have been asked to describe. Don’t lose focus and wander 
off the topic! Also, be careful not to repeat yourself. Try to give vivid, detailed 
descriptions which will interest your readers. You may also give explanations, 
e.g., why you envision yourself in a certain profession. 

5. Use the phrases “In Conclusion,” or “To sum up,” to begin the last paragraph. 
Write a brief summary of what you wrote in the composition, without repeating 
sentences from the body. For example: “In conclusion, I envision my life twenty

SAMPLE



77

Module G: Test 9

BAGRUT STRATEGY PRACTICE

Read the writing task below. Choose the title and paragraphs from below and from 
page 78 which best suit the task and write their numbers next to the letters, in the 
order in which they should appear in a composition. 

Your school newspaper has asked readers to write on the following topic:

What is one experience which has had a great impact on your life? 

Write a passage for the newspaper describing an experience (real or imaginary) which 
has changed your life and explain why.  

a) ____

b) ____

c) ____

d) ____

e) ____

f) ____

1. People in the parking lot started running and shouting for help. A few minutes 
later, an ambulance came and rushed Avi to the hospital. He arrived at the hospital 
in critical condition, but a miracle occurred. Within a few short weeks, he was 
already home and back to normal.

2. Although I don’t remember much from when I was little, there’s one thing that I 
just can’t forget. Seriously, it totally changed my life.

 years from now as being deeply challenging and rewarding. I really look forward 
to seeing all my dreams come true.” 

6. The vocabulary in a Module G composition should be formal and sophisticated. 
Do not use slang or abbreviations. Make sure not to repeat the same vocabulary 
again and again — use synonyms. 

Remember! It’s a good idea to prepare an outline for your composition before you 
begin writing.SAMPLE
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3. In conclusion, while the incident is not the most pleasant memory to have, I am 
glad that I have learned from it and become a better person as a result.

4. When I was five years old, my mother took my brother and me to the supermarket. 
It is a fantastic supermarket and we still go shopping there. We were walking across 
the parking lot when Avi suddenly ran ahead of us. Suddenly a car came speeding 
from around the corner and hit him. In shock, I watched Avi’s little body fly up in 
the air and hit the ground a few meters away.

5. Childhood Memories Are Very Important

6. In conclusion, Avi’s accident taught me how fleeting life is, and how careful we 
have to be to safeguard it.

7. Although I do not remember much from my early childhood, one incident stands 
out in my memory. It’s an experience which has had a great impact on my life.

8. All is well that ends well, but an experience like this is not easily forgotten. Avi’s 
accident taught me how fleeting life is, and how careful we have to be to safeguard 
it. All my friends know that I will never do anything that could put my life in 
danger, whether it is crossing the street when the light is red or going on a hike on 
a very hot day.

9. When I was five years old, my mother took my brother and me to the supermarket. 
We were walking across the parking lot when Avi suddenly ran ahead of us. 
Suddenly, a car came speeding from around the corner and hit him. In shock, I 
watched Avi’s little body fly up in the air and hit the ground a few meters away. 

10. An Experience That I Will Never Forget

11. People in the parking lot called for help and an ambulance came. He arrived at the 
hospital but within a few weeks, he was already home.

l2. All is well that ends well, but an experience like this is not easily forgotten. Avi’s 
accident taught me how fleeting life is, and how careful we have to be to safeguard 
it. It is very important for me to keep safe. All my friends know that I will never 
do anything that could put my life in danger, whether it is crossing the street when 
the light is red or going on a hike on a very hot day. I will always remember this 
incident and do everything I can to stay healthy. 
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VOCABULARY BOOSTER

A.	 Translate	the	words	in bold	according	to	the	context	of	the	sentence.

1.	 Some	people	believe	that	an	unlocked	door	helps	create	a	welcoming	and	warm	
ambience.	_________________

2.	 Gary’s	attitude	 is	 that	 if	 someone	wants	 to	break	 into	his	house,	a	 locked	door	
won’t	deter	him.	_________________

3.	 Sophia	cannot	comprehend	why	anyone	would	not	lock	his	front	door.		
_________________

4.	 Inspector	 James	Murtagh	concurs	with	Sophia	on	the	dangers	of	 leaving	doors	
unlocked.	_________________

5.	 Convenience	is	one	of	the	overriding	factors	in	the	decision	to	not	lock	up.		
_________________

6.	 Murtagh’s	 estimate	 of	 unlawful	 entries	 without	 force	 corresponds	 fairly	
closely	 with	 the	 percentage	 cited	 in	 the	 national	 statistics	 for	 burglaries.			
_________________	

7.	 Whether	non-lockers	are	reckless	or	not	depends	on	your	point	of	view.		
_________________

8.	 If	a	thief	is	very	determined,	almost	nothing	will	stop	him.	_________________
9.	 Anita	 Hayes,	 a	 thirty-six-year-old	 advertising	 executive,	 never	 locks	 her	 front	

door.		_________________
10.	 Hayes	pays	a	$1,500	monthly	maintenance	fee,	which	includes	two	doormen	on	

the	premises	twenty-four	hours	a	day.	_________________
11.	 Can	an	unlocked	door	help	create	and	maintain	a	welcoming	and	warm	ambience?	

_________________
12. What	is	your	point of view	regarding	unlocked	doors?	_________________
13.	 The	Ashtons’	open	door	policy	encourages	people	to	drop	by	unexpectedly.		

_________________
14.	 A	survey	has	revealed	 that	the	majority	of	American	homeowners	don’t	always	

lock	their	front	door._________________
15. Will	Ron	Grover	become	a	victim	of	his	own	complacency?	_________________
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B.	 Complete	the	table	with	the	different	parts	of	speech	belonging	to	each	word	
family.	Use	the	Oxford	Student’s	Dictionary	if	necessary.

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

1. comprehend —

2. victim — —

3. correspond

4. executive — —

5. maintain — —

6. convenience —

7. concur — —

C.	 In	each	line,	circle	all	the	words	which	are	connected	to	the	word	in	bold.

1.	 depend fee	 expand	 hinge	on	 reveal	

2. reveal recover	 restore	 show	 suspect

3.	 point of view comprehend suggest think opinion

4.	 ambience	 mood	 determined	 atmosphere	 reckless

5. fee  concerned price	 cost	 pay

6. comprehend estimate		 understand	 security	 conversation

7. policy	 maintain	 concur	 rule	 guest

8. determined	 firm	 will	 available	 executive		
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D.	 Complete	the	sentences	using	the	words	printed	in	bold in	Exercise	A.	Change	
the	form	of	a	word	if	necessary.	

1.	 The	study	______________	that	most	Americans	suffer	from	a	lack	of	sleep.
2.	 From	my	______________,	locking	doors	is	entirely	unnecessary.		
3.	 Have	you	ever	been	the	______________	of	a	crime?
4.	 I’m	not	sure	whether	or	not	I	want	to	join	you	this	evening.	It	______________	on	

how	tired	I	am.	
5.	 Ayala	 feels	 that	 we	 should	 consult	 with	 another	 expert,	 and	 I	 absolutely		

______________.	It’s	always	a	good	idea	to	get	a	second	opinion.	
6.	 According	to	school	______________,	latecomers	may	not	enter	the	classroom	in	

the	middle	of	a	lesson.
7.	 Airline	 employees	 must	 verify	 that	 the	 name	 on	 each	 passenger’s	 ticket		

______________	to	the	name	in	his	passport.	
8.	 The	______________	in	this	restaurant	is	superb,	but	the	food	less	so.
9. With	such	a	negative	______________,	you	are	sure	to	fail.
10. There	is	a	250	shekel	monthly	membership	______________	at	this	gym.

E.	 Fill	in	the	sentences	with	the	words	in	bold.	What	is	the	difference	between	…	

1.	 attitude	 and	 approach?	 ______________	 is	 a	 way	 of	 dealing	 with	 something.	
______________	is	the	way	someone	thinks,	feels,	or	behaves.

2.	 convenient	and	comfortable?	Something	______________	is	something	that	is	
physically	pleasant	for	you,	such	as	a	couch	or	a	bed.	Something	______________	
is	something	that	is	suitable	or	practical,	such	as	a	time	for	an	appointment.	

3. an executive,	a manager,	and	a principal?	______________	is	a	person	who	runs	
a	school.	______________	is	one	of	the	top	employees	of	a	company	—	someone	
who	 is	 involved	 in	 the	 decision	 making	 and	 in	 managing	 the	 company.		
______________	 is	usually	a	person	who	runs	part	of	 a	 company,	 such	as	one	
branch	or	one	department	of	the	company.

4. maintain	and	guard?	When	you	______________	something,	you	try	to	ensure	
that	 it	 is	not	stolen	and	that	no	harm	comes	 to	 it.	When	you	______________	
something,	you	keep	it	at	the	same	level	or	in	the	same	condition.	
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