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BAGRUT Plus
Module G: Test 6

PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS  (60 points)

Read the article below and then answer questions 1–6.

FRENCH BUSINESSES SWITCH OVER TO ENGLISH

Nowhere in the world have language purists fought more vigorously against the 
infiltration of English into their language than in France. The forty members of 
the French Academy (L’Académie française), an institution devoted to the French 
language, spend hours upon hours looking for French equivalents of new English 
words such as “e-mail” and “computer.” While the Germans, Russians, Poles, Italians, 
and most other Europeans have happily adopted these two terms along with many 
others, the French Academy has decreed that in France, only courriel and ordinateur 
are correct. French radio stations are legally obligated to ensure that at least 40 percent 
of the songs they broadcast are in French, and businesses must translate any English 
in their advertisements into French.     

In recent years, however, it appears that France’s linguistic pride has started to erode. 
Over the last decade, the majority of the country’s largest companies have adopted 
English as their official working language, including such old French companies as 
Renault and Danone, whose very names evoke images of France. One third of major 
French companies no longer allow any French in the office, and another third use 
English and French equally. Smaller businesses also require employees to have a basic 
knowledge of English, even for the lowliest of receptionist jobs. “If you want to expand 
beyond France, if you want to be a global company, English is a must,” says Pierre 
Bucher, CEO of a startup high tech company. “There’s no way around it.”

The implications of this trend are felt at every stage of French education. The French 
Ministry of Education now hires 1,500 American citizens a year to work as English 
teachers’ assistants at schools and to teach English conversation classes. At Hautes 
Etudes de Commerce (HEC), one of the country’s most prestigious business schools, 
many of the classes are taught in English. Because English instruction in public schools 
only begins in fourth grade, a growing number of parents are sending their children 
to private bilingual or international schools where they are immersed in English from 
a young age.
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L’Académie française is not the only one dismayed by the newfound status of English.   
Economics students at one elite French university became fed up with studying only 
in English and demanded that some courses be taught in French, saying that it was 
“unacceptable” that native French speaking professors were teaching French students 
in English. Employees at the French branch of GE Healthcare, upset that the company 
had switched to an all-English environment, went to court and won the right to have 
work documents and software translated into French. 

Ignoring GE Healthcare’s warning that the court’s ruling could have a negative 
impact on the number of global companies with branches in France, Sophie Delauney, 
president of the French Language Association, reacted with glee. “It’s humiliating 
when French workers have to speak English,” she said. “Finally, companies will begin 
respecting the country they are operating in.” 

QUESTIONS   (60 points)

Answer questions 1–6 in English, according to the article and the instructions.

1. Why does the writer compare French to other European languages? (lines 1–10)
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
To show how _____________________________________________________.

  (9 points)

2. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 11–19)
The examples of Renault and Danone are given to emphasize _______________
________________________________________________________________.

 (9 points)

3. Why have schools increased their focus on English? (lines 11–27)
ANSWER: ________________________________________________________

 (8 points)

4. What is the main subject of the fourth paragraph?
ANSWER: ________________________________________________________

 (8 points)
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Module G: Test 6

5. Which information is presented in both lines 1–10 and lines 28–34?
PUT AN X BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
___ i) What legal obstacles block French businesses from using only English.
___ ii) How the French attitude towards English has changed in recent years.
___ iii) Why some people are against the infiltration of English into France. 
___ iv) When the status of English began to rise in France.
___ v) Why some people are in favor of integrating English into the French 

workplace.
___ vi) Where English has successfully infiltrated the native language.

  (2x8=16 points)

6. What issue do Pierre Bucher and Sophie Delauney disagree about? (lines 11–19, 
35–39)
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
Whether or not ____________________________________________________.

(10 points)

PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION  (40 points)

Write 120–140 words in English on the following topic.

7. A national newspaper has asked readers to write on the following topic:

What is one place in the country that you would recommend to all Israelis and all 
visitors to see? It can be a well-known location or a place which very few people 
have ever been to. 

Write a passage for the newspaper describing the place and explaining why you 
think it is worthwhile visiting.
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BAGRUT STRATEGY # 22 — COMPLETION TYPES

Module G: Test 6

Bagrut Strategy # 1 focused on completion questions in general, and Bagrut 
Strategy # 2 focused on contrast completions. Now, we will take a look at some 
additional completion types that have appeared on the Bagrut exam. Some of these 
completion questions may be very confusing if you’ve never encountered them 
before. For example, question 6 asks:
What issue do Pierre Bucher and Sophie Delauney disagree about? (lines 11–19, 
35–39)
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
Whether or not ____________________________________________________.

The word “whether” means “if,” so a completion starting with “whether or not” 
should be continued with something that did or didn’t happen, something that is or 
isn’t true, something that may or may not happen, etc. For example, whether or not 
everyone needs to know English.

Some completion sentences start with “Between,” which indicates that you must 
write two nouns. For example, you could get the following question about the text:
What comparison does the writer make in lines 1–10?
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
Between __________________________________________________________.

The correct answer would be: Between French and other European languages.

A common completion question type is completions with “why,” “what,” or “how.” 
For example, question 1 asks:
Why does the writer compare French to other European languages? (lines 1–10)
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
To show how ______________________________________________________. 

In this type of completion, it is very important to pay attention to the question word 
being used, as that is the key to answering the question correctly.

Remember! If you know the answer to a completion question, but are absolutely 
unable to write it as a continuation of the completion sentence, it’s better to write 
the answer as an entirely new sentence (in other words, ignoring the completion 
stem), rather than to write nothing at all. If your answer is correct, you can still get 
50 percent of the points.
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Module G: Test 6

BAGRUT STRATEGY PRACTICE

Read the paragraphs below and on page 134 and answer the completion 
questions. 

1. Global warming could have a significant impact on California, warn scientists 
trying to predict the future of America’s second-largest state. By the end of the 
century, California’s landscape might be very different from the way it is now. 
Temperatures may be significantly higher, ski trails might be snowless for most of 
the winter, and some species of animals, trees, and flowers could be extinct. Many 
beaches, as well as houses and even entire towns, might no longer exist because of 
rising sea levels. 

i) What is the main subject of the paragraph?
 The connection between ________________________________________.

ii) What does the writer explain in lines 4–7?
 How _________________________________________________________.

2. University of California researchers who analyzed thirty-one weight loss studies 
have concluded that people are better off not going on diets. According to their 
findings, although the average dieter loses 5 to 10 percent of his weight in the first 
six months of his diet, most dieters gain everything back plus more within five 
years. Professor Traci Mann, head of the research team, says, “Diets do not lead 
to sustained weight loss or health benefits for the majority of people.” However, 
Professor Gary Bloch, a government nutrition expert, maintains that dieting is still 
the best way to long-term weight loss. “Of course, people should stay away from 
fad diets, because it is unlikely that they will be able to sustain them for very long,” 
he says. “But if you are serious about losing weight, how else will you do so if not 
through dieting?”    

i) What were the findings of the University of California research team?
 There is a correlation between _____________________________________.

ii) What does the writer explain in lines 2–5?
 Why _________________________________________________________.

iii) What issue do Professor Mann and Professor Bloch disagree about?
 Whether or not ________________________________________________.
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3. What do Alzheimer’s Disease, Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, and Parkinson’s Disease 
all have in common? They are all eponyms — diseases named after the doctors 
who identified them, described their symptoms, or created new tests to diagnose 
them. Most doctors consider it a great honor to have a disease named after them. 
In addition, eponyms are short and make it easy to remember the name of a 
disease and describe it, says Dr. Judith Whitworth. “Do we really want to speak 
of congenital cyanotic heart disease due to ventricular septal defect, pulmonary 
stenosis, right ventricular hypertrophy, and aortic dextroposition, rather than 
Fallot’s tetralogy?” she asks. However, anti-eponymists who would like to put an 
end to the practice claim that doctors don’t always remember what an eponym 
stands for. They also point out that many eponyms are historically untruthful, as 
they often give credit to one doctor even though another doctor may have been 
just as deserving of the honor. Furthermore, some eponyms are morally wrong, 
such as Reiter’s Syndrome, which was named after Hans Reiter, a German doctor 
who took part in monstrous Nazi experiments on humans. 

i) What is the issue discussed in the paragraph?
 Whether or not ________________________________________________.

ii) Why does the writer quote Dr. Judith Whitworth?
 To show what __________________________________________________.

iii) Why is the example of Reiter’s Syndrome mentioned?
 To prove why __________________________________________________.
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