Learning to be a Gentleman

‘Here is your allowance?, Pip,' he said. ‘I think it’s too much
money but that’s nothing to do with me. You'll get into debe?, of
course, all young men get into debt,” he added severely. 'You are
going to live at Barnard’s Inn with Mr Herbert Pocket. Wemmick
will take you there.

Wemmick!" Mr Jaggers then called out. *Walk with Pip to young
Mr Pocket's rooms.'

Wemmick gave me a wide smile. He led me through the busy
streets, always looking straight in front of him.

‘Here we are, Barnard’s Inn,' Wemmick said, turning down a
narrow street into a little square. He led me to the corner building
and pointed up some steep stairs.

‘Up there, top floor," he added. ‘As I look after your allowance |
expect we shall meet often. Goodbye, Pip.’

I found Herbert’s name on a door at the top of the stairs. Under
his name, there was a piece of paper. It said, “Back soon”.

| waited. A few minutes later, | heard quick footsteps on the
stairs. A pale young man appeared, carrying a basket of strawberrics.

‘Mr Pip, isn't it? the young man said, with a smile. ‘I went to the
market for some fruit. My father tells me you are to be my companion.
| hope you will like living here. I'm sure we shall be friends.’

As the young man unlocked the door, I stared at him in surprise.
Then he began to stare at me.

‘Why, you are the boy I fought in Miss Havisham's garden!’
Herbert exclaimed.

‘And you are the pale young gentleman!” | answered.

We both laughed cheerfully and shook hands.

‘It all seems so long ago,” Herbert said. ‘Miss Havisham is my

father’s cousin. She’s a very strange woman. You met Estella, of
i

course. Miss Havisham adopted® her to take revenge.'

‘Revenge? For what? What do you mean? | asked.

‘Don’t you know? Herbert replied. ‘It's a very strange story. My
Jaggers is your guardian, isn't he? He's Miss Havisham's lawyer too,
and he knows all her secrets.
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Herbert exclaimed.
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‘Why, you are the boy I fought in Miss Havisham’s garden!’
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