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One day Marilla said, ‘Anne, your new teacher, Miss
Stacy, spoke to me yesterday. She says you must study
for the examinations for Queen’s College in two years’
time. Then if you do well, you can study at Queen’s in
Charlottetown for a year, and after that you'll be a
teacher!’

‘Oh Marilla! I'd love to be a teacher! But won’t it be
very expensive?’

“That doesn’t matter, Anne. When Matthew and |
adopted you three years ago, we decided to look after
you as well as we could. Of course we’ll pay for you to
study.’

So in the afternoons Anne and some of her friends
stayed late at school, and Miss Stacy helped them with
the special examination work. Diana didn’t want to go
to Queen’s, so she went home early, but Gilbert stayed.
He and Anne still never spoke and everybody knew that
they were enemies, because they both wanted to be first
in the examination. Secretly, Anne was sorry that she
and Gilbert weren’t friends, but it was too late now.

For two years Anne studied hard at school. She
enjoyed learning, and Miss Stacy was pleased with her.
But she didn’t study all the time. In the evenings and at
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weekends she visited her friends, or walked through the
ficlds with Diana, or sat talking to Matthew.

“Your Anne is a big girl now. She’s taller than you,’
Rachel Lynde told Marilla one day.

“You’re right, Rachel!” said Marilla in surprise.

‘And she’s a very good girl now, isn’t she? She doesn’t
get into trouble these days. I'm sure she helps you a lot
with the housework, Marilla.’

“Yes, I don’t know what I'd do without her,’ said
Marilla, smiling.

‘And look at her! Those beautiful grey eyes, and that
red-brown hair! You know, Marilla, I thought you and

Matthew made a mistake when you adopted her. But
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“Your Anne is a big girl now,” Rachel Lynde told Marilla.
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