22 Dracula

Van Helsing put a circle of sarlic flowers round Lucy’s neck.

Helsing. ‘Watch Lucy carefully tonight,” he wrote. 'l shall be
with you tomorrow.’ But that was now today! The note was
too late!

I did not wait for breakfast, but hurried to the house
immediately. | knocked on the door, but there was no answer.
Just then Van Helsing arrived.

‘What happened?’ he cried. 'Did you not get my note?
Quick! Perhaps we are already too late!’

We knocked again, but there was still no answer. We went
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round to the back of the house and Van Helsing broke the
kitchen window and we went in.

It was dark in the kitchen, but we could see the bodies of the
four servants on the floor. They were not dead, but asleep.
‘Someone put something in their drinks,” said Van Helsing.
‘Come! We must find Lucy. If we are not too late!’

We ran up to Lucy’s room, and stopped outside it. With
white faces and shaking hands, we opened the door softly and
went into the room.

How can | describe what we saw? The bodies of two
women - Lucy and her mother — lay on the bed. The faces of
both women were white, and on the mother’s face there was a
look of terrible fear. In her hand she held the flowers from
Lucy’s neck, and on the floor there was glass from the broken
window.

Van Helsing looked down at the two women. ‘The poor
mother is dead,” he said. ‘But for Lucy it is not too late! Go and
wake the servants!’

| ran downstairs to wake them. ‘Put her in a hot bath,” Van
Helsing said.

After a time, Lucy began to show some life, and they took
her and put her in a warm bed. From time to time she slept,
but she did not fight to stay alive. She could not eat anything,
and she was very weak. We sent for Arthur, and when he
came, he was very unhappy. His father was now dead, and he
could see that Lucy was very, very ill. One of us sat with Lucy
all the time, and that night Arthur and Van Helsing slept in the
sitting-room, while | watched over Lucy.



