14 The Caldest Mace on Earth

“Three of these ponies are ill, Captain,’ Oates said. “They
can’t go on,’ .

Don’t be srupid, Oates.” Scort answered. “They're good
strong animals — the best ponies on earth.”

‘Not these three,” Qates said. “They're ill, and unhappy, and

now they can’t walk. Let’s kill themn. and leave the meat here, in
the snow. We can eat it, or the dogs can.’

"Of course not? Scort said angrily, *These ponies are our
friends, they wark hard for us, 1 don’t kill my friends!”

Three days later, two of the ponies were dead,

Scott's men were slower than Amundsen’s: it took them
rwenty-four days to get ro 80° South. They made a big depor
there, and put one large black flag on twp of it. Then they went
back ro Cape Fvans.
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[heir camp was on an island in the ice, and the sea ice moved
sometimes. There were holes in the ice. and black sea water
under it. One day seven ponies went through the ice into the

sea, and died. One motor sledge also went inte the sca.

Chapter 5
A long Cold Winter

I t was dark for four months, Outside the wooden house ar
Framheim, it was often —60° Centigrade. The dogs lived in
warn holes under the snow.
The men stayed in the
house, and worked in their
rooms under the snow.
The skis and sledges came
from the best shops in
Norway, but Bjaaland
wasn't happy with them.
He changed a lot of things
on the skis and sledges.
Soon the sledges were

stronger than before. The
sheis wete better and faster,

»

too. Bjwaland changed a ot of things
All the Norwegians o the sledges.



