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23 – Education 

Useful Vocabulary 

education(al) system 
preschool  
nursery 
kindergarten 
pre 1-A 
elementary / primary school 
junior high school / secondary 
school 
high school / college (11th-12th 
grades) 
college 
university 
public / state school 
private school 
boarding school  
enroll 
education(al) institution 

early education  
special education 
academic (studies) 
higher education 
vocational training 
degree 
B.A. 
M.A. 
PhD / doctorate 
diploma 
formal education 
basic education 
humanities 
sciences 
curriculum 
tuition (fees) 
budget  

principal / headmaster / 
headmistress teach for the test 
stream(ing) 
homogeneous groups 
mixed-ability classes 
heterogeneous groups 
take quizzes / tests / exams 
memorize 
attend school / classes / lessons 
play hooky 
fall behind with studies 
graduate 
bullying 
tutor(ing) 
compulsory 
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Practice Questions 

1. What is your opinion of the overall level of education in Israel? Explain. 

2. What are some strengths and weaknesses of the Israeli education system? 

3. In your opinion, what are the three biggest issues facing the Israeli education system? 

4. Suggest solutions to three of the issues facing the Israeli education system. 

5. Do you think the government spends enough money on education? Why or why not? 

6. Do you think the quality of education would improve if schools got more money? Why or why 
not? 

7. Do you think the quality of education would improve if teachers were paid higher salaries? Why 
or why not? 

8. If you were the Minister of Education, what are three things you would do to improve the 
education system? 

9. Are there any additional subjects that you think Israeli students should be taught? Explain. 

10. Are there any subjects taught in Israeli schools that you think are unnecessary or irrelevant? 
Explain. 

11. Do you think it’s better to stream students or to have mixed-ability classes?  

12. Should parents and students be part of the decision-making process in the education system? 
Why or why not? 

13. Do you think nationwide tests such as the Bagrut exams improve the level of education? Why or 
why not? 

14. In your opinion, should all tests be abolished? Why or why not? 

15. How important do you think it is to get an academic degree? Explain. 

16. In your opinion, does getting a good education guarantee getting a good job? Explain. 

17. In Israel, does a lack of higher education make it hard for people to get jobs? Explain. 

18. What are the advantages of boarding schools? Explain. 

19. Are you for or against home schooling? Why? 

20. Do you think education should be free at all levels? Why or why not? 

21. Do you think learning is only for young people, or should people continue learning at all ages? 
Explain. 

22. Do you think that online / computer education will one day replace face-to-face teaching? Why 
or why not? 

23. In your opinion, is there a difference between the quality of education provided by state schools 
and by private schools here in Israel? Explain. 

24. Do you think the Israeli education system properly prepares students for life? Explain. 
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