Beowulf

despite ! the hatreds of the past. | will be the Geats’ friend as
long as I live.'

Then Hrothgar gave Beowulf more treasures and told him to
set out on his journey. The king embraced the hero, and tears
were in the old man's eyes. He feared 2 he would never see the
hero again, and this thought made him sad.

Beowulf and the Geats marched to the sea. They passed the
watchman, who rode up to say goodbye to them. Then they
loaded their ship with Hrothgar's gifts and sailed away.

Their journey across the sea was a quick one, and they soon
arrived home. The Geat watchman ran to welcome them home,
and he moored ? their boat for them. Then the treasure was
carried ashore, and Beowulf and his men went to King Hygelac’s
stronghold.

Hygelac greeted the hero and his men warmly. Queen Hygd
passed the cup to each of them in a kindly way. Then the king
began to ask Beowulf about his exploits. He wanted to know
everything that had happened. The king put his questions:

‘What happened on your journey? Did you help Hrothgar?
Your adventure worried me, | was afraid for you. | thank God you
have returned here safely.’

Now Beowulf answered the king's anxious questions:

‘Everything was done well. Hrothgar welcomed us and asked
us to sit with his sons in the Hall. He treated us well.’

Then Beowulf spoke about the enmity 4 between the Danes

despite : although there were (see page 81).
feared : was afraid, worried.

moored : tied to the land.
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enmity : long-lasting hatred.
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