Population increases
in cities
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But the Taipei 101 is no longer the tallest skyscraper in the
world. The Burj Dubai (or Tower of Dubai) in the United Arab
Emirates is already taller and it is not even finished! It will be
finished in 2009. The final height of the building is a big
secret, but some people think that the building will have as
many as 195 floors. If this is
true, it will be almost twice
the height of the Empire State
Building in New York City!

The Empire State Building was
built in 1931. It is now the
tallest building in New York
City, but before the terrorist
attack of 11 September 2001,
the two towers of the World
Trade Center were taller.
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More and more people live in cities today. There are many
reasons for this: greater work possibilities and better
education standards are two important ones. Today we are
very lucky to have better health care: people are living longer
and more babies are born without difficulties. As a result
more housing, jobs and services are necessary and cities are
continuing to get bigger and bigger.

The world population has greatly increased over the last
1.000 years. In 1000 there were 310 million people in the
world. In 1900 there were 1.6 billion people. Today there are
around 6.5 billion! By the year 2050, the world population
may be about 9 billion people! This big number will certainly
have a great effect on our cities.

The Empire State Building =
in New York City, USA.
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