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The Circuit

THE CIRCAIT

Francisco Jiménez
Pre-Reading Activity
Read the information below and answer the question.

Mexico and the United States share a long border and a long history. For more than 150 years, Mexicans
have been crossing the border with the hope of finding higher-paying jobs than they could find in their
home country. They are known for their hard work and efficiency, as well as for their willingness to work
for low pay and under difficult conditions. Most work as manual laborers,' especially on farms. This is very
important for American farms that need large numbers of workers during the harvest? season.

Nevertheless, the Unite
World War I, Mexican
overseas. When thgpso

tes government has not always welcomed Mexicans into its country. During

braceros came to the U.S. as a result of this program,
country for years, either sending money back to their families jn
raising families in the United States.

The Bracero Program guaranteed* good trea nfworkers, including

a minimum salary of thirty cents an hour, as as proper housing, food, and
medical care paid for by employers. Children un age of fourteen were
not allowed to work and were supposed to be sent to school instead. In many

cases, however, employers ignored some or all of the program requirements. They

employed their workers under terrible conditions, but the workers were usually

The living conditions of one
farm worker’s family

afraid to complain because they wanted or needed to keep their jobs.

Besides the workers who came to the U.S. from Mexico via the program, millions
of Mexicans crossed the border illegally during that time. They were treated even more badly than the legal
workers because employers knew that they were illegal and therefore could not complain to anyone about
their treatment.

1. manual laborers = people who work with their hands 3. temporarily = for a short amount of time

2. the harvest = a time when fruits, etc., are collected on a farm 4. guaranteed = promised



‘ For the Love of Literature: Piece by Piece

Vocabulary for Part One
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Notice While Reading

The Circuit is about a Mexican boy who lives in the United States with his family. As you read Part One of
the story, mark sections of the text that mention difficulties that the writer and his family face.

PART ONE

It was that time of year again. Ito, the strawberry sharecropper,' did not smile. It was natural. The peak of the
strawberry season was over and the last few days the workers, most of them braceros, were not picking® as
many boxes as they had during the months of June and July.

As the last days of August disappeared, so did the number of braceros. Sunday, only one—the best
picker — came to work. I liked him. Sometimes we talked during our half-hour lunch break. That is how I

found out he was from J e same state in Mexico my family was from. That Sunday was the last time

I saw him.
When the sun had ¢ the mountains, Ito signaled us that it was time to go home. “Ya
esora, * he yelled in his ose were the words I waited for twelve hours a day, every day, seven

Yes, it was that time of year. When I opened the faQg s , I stopped. Everything we owned was
neatly packed in cardboard boxes.> Suddenly I felt ewen af hours, days, weeks, and months
of work. I sat down on a box. The thought of having to owing what was in store for
me there brought tears to my eyes.

A little before five oclock in the morning, Papa woke everyone up. tely the yelling and

screaming of my little brothers and sisters, for whom the move was a great' @/entufe, broke the silence of

dawn. Shortly, the barking of the dogs accompanied them.

While we packed the breakfast dishes, Papa went outside to start the “Carcanchita” That was the name Papa
gave his old "38 black Plymouth.® He bought it in a used-car lot in Santa Rosa in the winter of 1949. Papa was
very proud of his little jalopy. He had a right to be proud of it. He spent a lot of time looking at other cars
before buying this one. When he finally chose the “Carcanchita,” he checked it thoroughly before driving it
out of the car lot. He examined every inch of the car. He listened to the motor, tilting his head from side to
side like a parrot,” trying to detect any noises that spelled® car trouble. After being satisfied with the looks and
sounds of the car, Papa then insisted on knowing who the original owner was. He never did find out from the
car salesman, but he bought the car anyway. Papd figured the original owner must have been an important
man because behind the rear seat of the car he found a blue necktie.

sharecropper = (a kind of) farmer cardboard boxes = cartons

picking = taking fruit off of trees or plants Plymouth = a type of car

sunk = gone down parrot = a kind of bird which often has bright colors

Lol e
© N U

Ya esora = It’s time spelled = meant
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Papd parked the car out in front and left the motor running. “Listo,” he yelled. Without saying a word,
Roberto and I began to carry the boxes out to the car. Roberto carried the two big boxes and I carried the
two smaller ones. Papa then threw the mattress” on top of the car roof and tied it with ropes to the front and

rear bumpers.

Everything was packed except Mamd’s pot. It was an old large galvanized® pot she had picked up at an army
surplus store in Santa Maria the year I was born. The pot had many dents and nicks,* and the more dents and
nicks it acquired, the

I held the front door

ama liked it. “Mi olla,”® she used to say proudly.

ama carefully carried out her pot by both handles, making sure not to spill the
Papa reached out to help her with it. Roberto opened the rear car door

car. “We have work! Mr. Sullivan said we can stay there for th
to an old garage near the stables.

That night, by the light of a kerosene'® lamp, we unpacked and cleaned our new home. Roberto swept away
the loose dirt, leaving the hard ground. Papa plugged"' the holes in the walls with old newspapers and tin can
tops. Mama fed my little brothers and sisters. Papa and Roberto then brought in the mattress and placed it
in the far corner of the garage. “Mamd, you and the little ones sleep on the mattress. Roberto, Panchito, and
I will sleep outside under the trees,” Papa said.

Early next morning Mr. Sullivan showed us where his crop'? was, and after breakfast, Papd, Roberto, and I
headed for the vineyard" to pick.

1. Listo = Were ready 8. husky = strongly built
2. mattress = the soft part of the bed that you lie on 9. earthworms = animals with long, thin bodies and no
3. galvanized = covered with metal bones or legs
4. dents and nicks = places where the metal was 10. kerosene = oil
hit, cut, or otherwise damaged 11. plugged = filled
5. Mi olla = My pot 12. crop = fruits or vegetables that are growing
6. Estodo = That’s all 13. vineyard = a place where grapes are grown

7. Ifelt alump in my throat = I felt pressure in my throat

(like I was going to cry), I felt emotional
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Basic Understanding
Answer the questions about Part One of the story.

1. Complete the fact file about the boy telling the story. (lines 1-10)

a. Name: Panchito

b. Country where his family was from:

c. Language that his family spoke:

2. Complete the sentence: (lines 1-10)
At the end of August, there were fewer than there were in June and July.

he entered his house? (lines 11-17)

5. Everyone was careful with Mama’s
a. it was Mamd’s favorite pot
b. they didn’t want to damage it
c. there was food inside it
d. it was still new and shiny

6. How did Papa, Roberto, and Panchito get jobs in Fresno? (§ -50)

7. List three problems with Mr. Sullivan’s garage. (lines 51-85)
Complete the sentences.

a. There were

b. There were

c. There were

8. Complete the sentence: (lines 67-76)
When the school bus came down the road,

9. How much money did Pap4, Roberto, and Panchito earn on their first day in the vineyard?
(lines 77-82)

10. What were two physical difficulties that Panchito faced during his first days of grape picking?
(lines 60-87)

a.
b.

11. Match the people / things / places to their description.
i “Carcanchita” a. Panchito’s new boss
__ ii. Jalisco b. Panchito’s favorite dish
__iii. Mr. Sullivan c.  Where Panchitoss family was from
___iv. “Carne con chile” d. Panchitos boss during the summer
___v. Tto e. Papds beloved car
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Vocabulary Practice

True or false?

__ 1
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. When Panchito got home, everything that his family owned was neat

Panchito strained to finish his first day of work at the vineyard.

Ito always whispered when he spoke to his workers.

There was a tall fence around the garage that Panchito’s family lived in.
Panchito’s family cleaned the garage thoroughly when they first moved in there.
The peak of the strawberry season was in June and July.

Mamad’s pot had two handles.

Panchito was unhappy about moving because he knew what was in store for him.

. “Carcanchita” was worn out by too much driving and old age.

acked into “Carcanchita”

. Mr. Sullivan came out to talk with Mama even before she had a chance to ring the doorbell.
. Mama picked up her favorite pot from an army surplus store.

. Papa was satisfied with “Carcanchita,” even though its motor didn’t sound so good.

. After Papa wiped off the sweat from his forehead, he drove away from the shack.

. After Mama and Mr. Sullivan exchanged a few words, Papd, Roberto, and Panchito all had jobs.
. Part of Roberto’s job in the vineyard was drawing designs with a stick.

. When Roberto swept the garage, he found earthworms on the floor.

. The schoolboys stared at Roberto and Panchito working in the vineyard.

. Panchito kept his eyes glued to the ground when he felt sick from drinking too much water.
. In the morning, Panchito yelled excitedly together with his brothers and sisters.

. Papa placed the mattress underneath the tree for Mama and the children to sleep on.

. It was dark when Ito signaled that it was time for the workers to stop picking strawberries.
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Focusing on Language: The Past Perfect

A. Read the sentences from the story below and underline ti¥g t in each sentence.
Then write which event/action happened first and which eV

kers, most of them braceros,
e and July” (lines 1-3)

1. “The peak of the strawberry season was over and the last few days the
were not picking as many boxes as they had (picked) during the months of
Event/ Action 1:
Event/ Action 2:

2. “When the sun had tired and sunk behind the mountains, Ito signaled us that it was time to go home.”
(line 8)
Event/ Action 1:
Event/ Action 2:

3. “I walked over to the end of the row, picked up the jug of water we had brought, and began drinking”
(lines 61-62)
Event/ Action 1:
Event/ Action 2:

10
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“While we ate, Papa jotted down the number of boxes we had picked” (lines 68-69)
Event/ Action 1:
Event/ Action 2:

“Papa then took out a pencil and began to figure out how much we had earned our first day” (line 81)
Event/ Action 1:
Event/ Action 2:

“We then sat down er around some wooden crates that served as a table. Mama had cooked a
special meal forgs.”
Event/ Action
Event/ Action 2:

. Below are pairs of events/ story. Use each pair to write a sentence based on the

story. Make sure to use the ¢ rm for each event/action.

(eat supper / finish working in the viney:

(spend the summer picking strawberries/ find it

(continue to pick strawberries / almost all the braceros leave

(not go to sleep/clean their new home)

4

(examine “Carcanchita” thoroughly/buy “Carcanchita”)

(pack everything in cardboard boxes/come home from the strawberry farm)

11
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Focusing on Literature

» Narrator

A narrator is the storyteller in a literary text. If the narrator is a character in the story, the story is in first
person. If the narrator is not a character in the story, the story is in third person.

1. Who is the narrator i CivCuit?

2. What do we knowdabo im /her?

Analysis and Interpretation |
Answer the questions about Part One of the story,

1. a. True or false? The trip to Fresno took only a fe
b. Copy the sentences/ phrases that prove your answ

2. Mr. Sullivan allowed Panchito’s family to stay in his old garage, whic sn’ hmyone to live
in. How do you think he rationalized this? (lines 46-57)

3. Why did Papa tell Roberto and Panchito to be careful? (lines 67-76)
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Analysis and Interpretation IlI: Critical Thinking Strategies

Read one or more of the following questions with your teacher and answer it/them as directed by
your teacher.

» Inferring

Although the narrator (Panchito) tells his story simply, there are things that he doesn't say directly. Instead,
he gives us details and hints which allow us to “read between the lines” For example, he writes how sad he is
to move to Fresno, and how excited his younger brothers and sisters are about the move. However, he doesn’t
write about Papa and Roberto’s feelings about the move — or does he?

Lookatlines 11-13, where the writer describes their ride home from the strawberry fields. Read the description

1.

b. Had Panchito’s family ever lived in Fresno before? How e story?
(lines 14-18)

c.  How many people were there in Panchito’s family? What hints in the stoftell you this? (lines 11-21)

d. Did Panchito’s family have a lot of possessions? Copy the words from the text that prove your answer.
(lines 14-41)

e. Do you think that Panchito’s family had previously moved a lot? Why or why not? (lines 14-41)

f.  Based on Part One of the story, list at least one personality trait that Papa and Mama shared. Explain
your answer.

13
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3.

4.

In lines 69-76, the writer tells us about Papd’s alarm when he sees the school bus. Find the information
from the text on page 3 to better understand this, and in your notebook, complete the connection
between the two pieces of information.

In lines 51-57, the writer describes the gar. allows his family to stay in. Find the

information from the text on page 3 to better und¥ ete the connection between the

two pieces of information.

15
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Notice While Reading

What changes in Panchito’s life?

PART TWO

It was Monday, the first week of November. The grape season was over and I could now go to school. I woke
up early that morning and lay in bed, looking at the stars and savoring the thought of not going to work and
of starting sixth grade for the first time that year. Since I could not sleep, I decided to get up and join Papd and
Roberto at breakfast. I sat at the table across from Roberto, but I kept my face down. I did not want to look
up and face him. I knew he was sad. He was not going to school today. He was not going tomorrow, or next
week, or next month. He would not go until the cotton season was over, and that was sometime in February.
I rubbed my hands together and watched the dry, acid stained skin fall to the floor in little rolls.

When Papa and Robert. work, I felt relief. I walked to the top of a small grade' next to the shack and

od by the side of the road waiting for school bus number twenty.
as busy either talking or yelling. I sat in an empty seat in the back.

ery nervous. I looked out the bus window and saw boys
y hands in my pant pockets and walked to the principal’s

instinct was to answer her in Spanish, but I held ggling for English words, I managed to

tell her that I wanted to enroll in the sixth grade. questions, I was led to the classroom.

Mr. Lema, the sixth grade teacher, greeted me and assig en introduced me to the class.
I was so nervous and scared at that moment when everyone’s eyes wished that I were with
Papa and Roberto picking cotton. After taking roll, Mr. Lema nment for the first

enthusiastically. He walked up to me, handed me an English book, and . “We are on page
125, he said politely. When I heard this, I felt my blood rush to my head; [¥elt dizzy. “Would you like to
read?” he asked hesitantly. I opened the book to page 125. My mouth was dry. My egan to water. I could

not begin. “You can read later;” Mr. Lema said understandingly.

For the rest of the reading period I kept getting angrier and angrier with myself. I should have read, I thought
to myself.

During recess I went into the restroom and opened my English book to page 125. I began to read in a low
voice, pretending I was in class. There were many words I did not know. I closed the book and headed back
to the classroom.

Mr. Lema was sitting at his desk correcting papers. When I entered he looked up at me and smiled. I felt
better. I walked up to him and asked if he could help me with the new words. “Gladly;” he said.

The rest of the month I spent my lunch hours working on English with Mr. Lema, my best friend at school.

1. grade = hill

17
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Focusing on Literature

» Theme

1.

Analysis and Interpretation | ‘

Answer the questions about Parts One and Two of the story.

1.

What do you think the main tF , ircuit jg@\Vrite it as a thematic concept.

List three facts from lines 105-120 that show that Mr. Lema
a.

a good teac

b.

C.

Do you think that Panchito told Mama and Papd about his great news? Why or why not?

How is Panchito’s move at the end of the story different from the move to Fresno? Write one thing.

Did you like the ending of the story? Why or why not?

1.

recurring = happening again, repeating themselves
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Analysis and Interpretation li: Critical Thinking Strategies

Read one or more of the following questions with your teacher and answer it/ them as directed by
your teacher.

» Inferring

1. Most students don't like going to school, but Panchito was very happy to do so. Why?

2. a. Why did Panchito feel relief when Papd and Roberto left for work? (lines 88-96)

b. Copy the sentences from the text that prove your answer.

3. Inline 125, Panchi e must have read my face” What did Mr. Lema read in Panchito’s face? How

4. Why were Panchito’s little’brot nd sis lling and screaming when he arrived home from school?

5. What event do you think took place e gtory finishes?

» Making Connections

6. From the story, it seems that Mr. Lema was not surprised by, chito’s sudden appearance in his
classroom, even though it was two months after the beginni

is so? Make connections to the information you read about Me

to information given in the story.

7. Is the ending of the story surprising? Why or why not? Answer by making connections to information
stated earlier in the text.

21
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Your Opinion
Work in pairs or in groups. Give your opinion (orally) on the issues below.
» Great Teachers

Panchito was very lucky to have Mr. Lema as a teacher. He even considered Mr. Lema his “best friend at
school”!

Think about your school experiences and the many teachers you have had.

1. viors made Mr. Lema a great teacher? Explain.

2 reat teacher that you had/have. What made/makes him/her such a great
teacher? (Yo one or two personal anecdotes about your relationship with this teacher.)

3. Which qualitie i r. Lema and the teacher you spoke about share? Are these qualities

and behaviors that a 1d hav&g What other qualities and behaviors are important for you in
a teacher?

Spoken Presentation

» Migrant Workers

Prepare a spoken presentation of about one to two minutes about the issue of foreign workers in Israel. Present

both advantages and disadvantages of allowing a large number of foreign workers to enter the country, and
explain your opinion of the issue. Give your presentation according to your teacher’s guidelines.

You may base your presentation on your own personal knowledge and experiences, on resources that your
teacher recommends to you, and/or on conversations with people whom this issue directly affects (for
example, people who hire foreign workers or foreign workers whom you know).

23
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Bridging Text and Context
» About the Author

Read the information about the author of The Circuit below and watch an interview with him. Connect the

information that you have learned to The Circuit. Write 80-100 words.

The author of The Circuit is Francisco Jiménez, who was born in Tlaquepaque,
Mexico. When he was four years old, Jiménez immigrated to the United States with
his family. From the age of six, he worked alongside his parents in the fields of
California. He spent most of his childhood moving around from place to place,

and only went to scho November until June. Despite these difficulties, he

The Circuit was Dr. Jim ry, and it received so much praise that he eventually
wrote a book by that name whic i story with other stories based on his childhood. He
has written several additional aut{bi it booksThese books have won him many prestigious

awards. In addition to English an i books have been published in Chinese,
Korean, Japanese, and Italian, and his stori in over 100 textbooks and literature

anthologies.

24
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Post-Reading Activity

Choose one of the following tasks and write it in your own words. (Do not copy from the story!)

[

1. You are Mr. Lema. Write the story told in The Circuit from your own point of view (approximately

120-140 words total).

Remember that:

 You only know the parts of the story that relate to you.

 You should include not only the facts as they are told in the story, but also your own feelings and

thoughts.

2. You are Panchito.

words total).

Remember th&

r. Lema a letter from your new place of residence (approximately 120-140

3. Youare Roberto. After working alorisi anghito for months, you had to continue working

without him while he went to school. A’ ied g tell you too much about school so as not

« Each diary entry should be dated and should begin with “Dear
« You must pay attention to where you were on each of these dates an at you were doing.

 On the one hand, you are close to your brother and have spent a lot of time
hand, you might be jealous of him when he attends school and you can'’t.

« Panchito probably didn't tell you the story of Mr. Lema and the music lessons.

th him, but on the other

4. Youareajournalist. You have been asked to present a special report on the working conditions of Mexican

farm workers in the United States. While researching the subject, you have visited different farms and

interviewed both employers and workers there, including Mr. Sullivan’s farm, where you interviewed Mr.

Sullivan, as well as Panchito and his family. Write a newspaper report about your findings (approximately

120-140 words total).

Remember that:
o The report should be objective and present all sides of the coin, not just one point of view.

o The report should give general facts rather than only focusing on Mr. Sullivan’s farm.

25



Critical Thinking Strategies

Critical Thinking Strategy #1: Inferring

» What’s Going On?

1. What do you think is happening in each of the two pictures above?

a.

b.

2. Wasit easier for y

to alfler question 1 about picture a or picture b? Why?

» Where Was the Writer?

a.

forth, up and down. I felt sick and wished that
Where was the writer?

I came in and saw a queen standing in the corner and chatti i . On the other side
of the room, a doctor in a white coat was talking with a bride. i
the door. “Let me see what you're wearing.”

Where was the writer?

Up. Up. Up. Up. Help. We're almost at the top. What am I doing on this t
second. Hanging in the air. There we go — dooooowwwwn! Heeeelp! Phew. That’s over. Oh no, we're

Up. Up. One more

going up again. Up. Up. Up. Up. I must have been crazy to do this. Up. Up. Up. Aaaaaahhhhh!
Where is the writer?

The chair was comfortable, but I was very uncomfortable. I knew what was coming, and I was not
looking forward to it. What I really wanted to do was run away, but I knew that I had no choice but
to stay in the small room with the horrible smell. Finally, it was time to begin. I watched the hand
come closer and closer to my face, and I prayed that this time would be less painful than last.
Where was the writer?

ﬁ@
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Critical Thinking Strategy # 3: Sequencing

» What Comes First?

1.

Look at the pictures below and number them in the order in which they took place.

Suggest two additional actions which could have taken place at some,
shown in the pictures above.
a.

b.

Make sure to write at least
1,000 words and use at least
four sources. Your report is
due at 8:30 next

Friday, and | will not

accept any late

Next Friday? That's a long f
time off. | definitely don't 4 _ S
have to start working on | i

this right away.

assignments.

I'm sorry, but | tol
couldn't accept any [3t€
assignments. Next time,
please get to
class on time. J

So, class, I'd like you to write
a report about an interesting

Oh no! Our weather report is
due tomorrow! | need to start
working on it
right now!

t within the sequence of events

An Unusual Saga

Read the passage below and on page 30 about a true “missing person” case that took place in Iceland.

Why is the case described as an “unusual saga”?

In a rare happy ending to a “missing person” case, police in Iceland discovered that a woman missing

from a tour bus was not actually lost at all. The unusual saga began when the driver of the bus, which

had stopped at a rest stop, noticed that one of his passengers had not returned to the bus at the agreed-

upon time. After waiting an hour for her to appear, the driver called the police and reported the woman

missing.

The police, together with the other bus passengers as well as some volunteers, immediately began a

search of the area. It was only after several hours that one of the bus passengers taking part in the search

notified the police that she had a solution to the mysterious disappearance: She had suddenly realized

that she was the “lost” tourist that everyone was looking for!

It turned out that at the rest stop, the woman had changed her clothes and had put on makeup. As a

result, her fellow passengers didn’t recognize her when she returned to the bus at the agreed-upon time.

Q@
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Rubric for Post-Reading and Summative Assessment

Rubric for Assessing Post-Reading Activity and Summative Assessment
(According to the Ministry of Education)

10-6

5-0

The response is partially
clear and organized.

The response is unclear
and not organized.

depth understandii
literary piece.

10-6

5-0

The response does not
show understanding of the

literary piece.

20-14

6-0

All information provided is
relevant to the task.

The response includes
many supporting details
and examples to justify the
response.

Only some of the
information
relevant to the ta

The response has som
supporting details and
examples to justify the
response.

Most information provided

e has very few
details and

Continued on page 32
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Criteria — Language B2 Level (50 points)

25-20

19-11

10-0

Shows correct use of rich
and varied vocabulary.

Shows correct and
appropriate use of language

Limited use of rich and
varied vocabulary.

Limited use of language
chunks and phrases.

Only basic vocabulary
used.

Little use of language
chunks and phrases.

10-6

5-0

Pronouns, preposition

and articles are used

correctly.

Limited use of complex
structures.

Frequent mistakes in

ba uctures and some

Very little use of complex
structures and lacking
command of simple
structures.

Incorrect word order.

Incorrect use of
prounouns, prepositions,
and articles.

10-8

High-frequency items

are spelled correctly, low-
frequency items are mainly
spelled correctly.

Punctuation is accurate.

Sentence and paragraphing
conventions are followed
(no run-on sentences).

high-frequency items.
Some errors in
punctuation.

Sentence and paragraphing

conventions are partially
followed.

5-0

Ing¥curdte use of

mechanics interferes with

mPrehension.

Many errors in
punctuation.

Many run-on sentences.

Lacking paragraph
conventions.




