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MUDD LARK
Catherine J. H. McDonald

Pre-Reading Activity I

This story is about a young girl named Maud Mudd and her years in Junior (primary) School. There was a 
very interesting method of assessment in her school: Every year, the teachers calculated each student’s grade 
average (taking all the subjects into account), and then ranked all the students in each class 
from best to worst. In other words, the student at the top of a class list was the one with the 
highest grade average, while the student at the bottom of the list had the lowest grade average. 
The list was shown or read aloud to all the students, so that everyone knew who had done well 
that year and who hadn’t. 

Pre-Reading Activity II

This story touches on important aspects of learning, understanding, and intelligence. Read the statements 
below and decide which, in your opinion, are true and which are false. Give reasons for your answer.

1.	 Every intelligent child can learn in a regular classroom setting.

2.	 Low intelligence can be hereditary (genetic).

3.	 People can teach themselves anything that they want to learn.

4.	 If a person has an exceptionally high or low IQ (intelligence quotient), it will be obvious within minutes 
of meeting with him / her.

5.	 A child with an unsupportive home learning environment will never succeed in reaching a normal level 
of intelligence.

Did Albert Einstein learn well 
in a regular classroom setting? 
Could he teach himself anything 
that he wanted to learn?

1.	 What do you think the reasoning behind this method was? Do you think that it pushed students 
to achieve more? Why or why not?

2.	 How would you feel about being assessed this way? 

3.	 Which methods of assessment do teachers use at your school? Do they only take test scores into 
account, or do they also look at other factors? Which factors do you think should be included in 
student assessment? 
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Vocabulary for Part One

List 1

1.	 acquire v. (line 56)	 22.	 guidance n. (line 26)	

2.	 addict(ed) n., v. (adj.) (line 53)	 23.	 in turn idiom (line 14)

3.	 advance(d) v. (adj.) (line 58)	 24.	 junior adj., n. (line 13)

4.	 ambitious adj. (line 44)	 25.	 mystery n. (line 51)

5.	 blow n. (line 23)	 26.	 naturally adv. (line 23)

6.	 bright adj. (line 8)	 27.	 necessarily adv. (line 63)

7.	 certificate n. (line 11)	 28.	 nevertheless adv. (line 55)

8.	 come across (someone/thing) idiom. (line 58)	 29.	 not a single (thing) idiom (line 17)

9.	 content adj. (line 47)	 30.	 overall adj., adv. (line 14)

10.	 convention(al) n. (adj.) (line 36)	 31.	 particularly adv. (line 34)

11.	 desperate(ly) adj. (adv.) (line 3)	 32.	 peer n. (line 52)

12.	 divide v. (line 43)	 33.	 prospect n. (line 64)

13.	 division n. (line 51)	 34.	 protest n., v. (line 24)

14.	 ease n., v. (line 8)	 35.	 satisfactory adj. (line 62)

15.	 enthusiasm n. (line 15)	 36.	 split up phrasal verb (line 35)

16.	 exploit(ation) v. (n.) (line 8)	 37.	 struggle n., v. (line 52)

17.	 fascinate(d) v. (adj.) (line 35)	 38.	 subtraction n. (line 52)

18.	 fascinating adj.	 39.	 sufficient(ly) adj. (adv.) (line 8)

19.	 fascination n. (line 47)	 40.	 suspect v. (line 54)

20.	 get through phrasal verb (line 35)	 41.	 throughout prep. (line 18)

21.	 go through (something) phrasal verb (line 55)	 42.	 vary(ing) v. (adj.) (line 50)

SAMPLE
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Notice While Reading

What type of family are the Mudds? How does this affect Maud in her first year of school?

PART ONE

There isn’t much doubt about it: The Mudds were a stupid family. Take their name for a start. If they had had 
much sense, surely someone, somewhere along the line,1 would have tried to change it. 

Admittedly, some long-dead female Mudd had probably got married as a last desperate bid2 to escape it, but 
the family as a whole had never done anything permanent about it. 

Then there was Fred’s choice of employment, with Fred and Bella and their eight children having to live on 
the wage3 of a pigman.

A benevolent4 government helped, of course, with its various social benefits;5 but then, neither Fred nor Bella 
was sufficiently bright to exploit that to its limits. The situation was eased only by Fred’s poaching6 activities.

To return to the question of names: Knowing that they were saddling7 their offspring8 with a name like Mudd, 
one would have thought that, in their choice of first names, they might have tried to soften the blow;9 but no. 

The eight birth certificates were blessed with:10 Ernie, Aggie, Willie, Bessie, Sidney, Margie, Peggy, right 
through to the final fling11 of Maud Mudd. 

The junior Mudds were all known at school for their stupidity. It was, of course, a village school, and in its 
overall educational picture, some ten years behind its city counterpart.12 In advance, each Mudd in turn was 
known to each teacher, as was each teacher known to each Mudd, but no great enthusiasm entered into the 
relationship.

By the time Maud was presented to the infant13 class, not a single Mudd had risen farther than fourth from 
the bottom, and only Sidney had reached such heights. Bessie, throughout her school career, never moved 
from the bottom place. 

It wasn’t an inspiring14 start for Maud, but she was a stolid15 child, unworried by example and expecting 
little from life. No one at home had ever tried explaining anything to her — not that anyone was capable of 
explanation.

The usual answer to anything in the Mudd household was a cuff,16 and Maud accepted blows as naturally as 
did her brothers and sisters, and with only a token17 bellow18 of protest.

1.	 somewhere along the line = at some time	 10.	were blessed with = were “lucky” enough to have
2.	 bid = attempt, effort	 11.	fling = a short and enjoyable period of time	
3.	 wage = salary, pay 	 12.	counterpart = another one (school) similar to it
4.	 benevolent = generous	 13.	infant = baby (young child)	
5.	 benefits = money given by the government to	 14.	inspiring = encouraging, motivating	
	 people in need	 15.	stolid = unemotional, not easily excited
6.	 poaching = illegal hunting of animals 	 16.	cuff = a blow (hit) with the hand (open or closed)
7.	 saddling = giving (something difficult)	 17.	token = small, but meant to show particular feelings
8.	 offspring = children	 18.	bellow = shout		
9.	 soften the blow = make the difficult situation a little
	 easier
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Maud started school life with the three Rs1 going over her head and leaving her untouched. It was more by 
good luck than good guidance that she found herself, at the end of the first year, one better than her sister 
Bessie: second from the bottom of the class.

In fact, it wasn’t even luck; there just happened to be, in that year, one Hector Rudge, who was undeniably2 

subnormal3 — but there was nowhere else for him to go.

It was during the second year that something happened to Maud. It wasn’t much in itself, but it seemed to 
trigger off4 some unsuspected, latent,5 Mudd spark.6 It was at the beginning of a country-dancing lesson. 

The teacher clapped her hands. “Come along now, class,” she shrilled7 in a tone of hopeful authority. “Into 
groups of six, then each take a partner. Three pairs of two to each six.”

Maud wasn’t particularly interested in dancing, but she followed in her usual sheep-like fashion.8 What did 
fascinate her was six splitting up into three lots of two. No amount of teaching could have got through to her 
that three times two made six, because her mind had been closed to conventional teaching.  

This was different, though, and, the children having taken their partners and formed for the dance, she 
surreptitiously9 counted the six who comprised10 her group. She then counted the one, two, which made each 
pair, and then the three pairs — and, sure enough, that made up six of them.

This had a touch of magic about it, and magic was something that hadn’t entered Maud’s life before. 

She started counting everything she could think of: chairs in a room, people on a bus, cows in a field. Soon 
counting wasn’t enough, although, previously, reaching ten in a straight run had been an achievement. 

Her next step was dividing things into groups: five fingers on each 
hand, and two hands made ten; then, as she became more ambitious, 
three people with two hands of five fingers each — and there she was 
with thirty fingers totted up.11 

Not content with that, as the fascination grew, she started working 
backwards: thirty fingers, among three people, with two hands 
apiece — and that was five per hand. The puzzle worked.

It came out every time, and with a whole variety of different objects, taken in varying groups. And so it came 
about12 that Maud Mudd fathomed13 the mysteries of multiplication14 and division, without ever having been 
taught, for her peers were still struggling in the morass15 of subtraction.

No one at home or at school knew of this. With all the hallmarks16 of a true addict, she learned to hide her 
fascination with figures, not that anyone was likely to suspect, or indeed even be interested. 

1.	 three Rs = reading, writing, and ’rithmetic	 9.	 surreptitiously = secretly
	 (arithmetic = mathematics)	 10.	comprised = formed
2.	 undeniably = without doubt	 11.	totted up = counted
3.	 subnormal = below normal	 12.	came about = happened	
4.	 trigger off = wake up, be the cause of	 13.	fathomed = understood
5.	 latent = present, but not yet active, developed, or	 14.	multiplication = a mathematical operation symbolized
`	 visible; existing only as potential		  by an “x” (כפל, الضرب)
6.	 spark = a little bit of life and inspiration	 15.	morass = confusion and difficulties	
7.	 shrilled = said in a high, unpleasant voice	 16.	hallmarks = characteristics
8.	 fashion = way of doing things
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Now the Mudds were certainly stupid, but nevertheless, eight of them couldn’t go through school without 
acquiring some books, whether they understood their contents or not. These tomes1 should have been 
returned at the end of each year, but inevitably,2 one or two slipped through the net.3 

Maud came across a book of advanced arithmetic, overlooked4 by Willie at the end of the year — not 
surprising really, as he hadn’t even achieved a nodding acquaintance5 with it during his lawful possession.6 

Maud nicked7 it. 

She also armed8 herself with a collection of paper bags and a pencil, and retired9 to the lavatory.10 This 
arrangement, however, was less than satisfactory, with nine other Mudds to be accommodated.11 The length 
of time Maud could appropriate12 that room was necessarily limited.

So, with the prospect of regular arithmetical marathons ahead of her, she had to make other provisions.13 

As it was summer, she took to14 the woods; and, if anyone wondered what she did there, it was just a passing 
thought.

Soon the joys of fractions,15 decimals,16 and proportion17 had been experienced and, one glorious18 day in 
mid-July, the final ecstasy19 of finding out how long it would take seven men to erect20 eighty-nine meters 
of fencing when thirteen men took five hours, thirty-five minutes, eleven seconds to fix one hundred and 
nineteen meters (and posts at a different rate). The heights had been reached, she felt.

1.	 tomes = books	 12.	appropriate = keep for oneself
2.	 inevitably = always	 13.	provisions = arrangements
3.	 slipped through the net = were not returned, were	 14.	took to = went to (regularly)
	 left behind 	 15.	fractions = numbers less than 1, such as 1/2 or 2/3
4.	 overlooked = not seen or noticed	 16.	decimals = numbers usually expressed in the form .x
5.	 a nodding acquaintance = a little bit of familiarity		  (שברים עשרוניים, الكسر العشري)
6.	 lawful possession = legally belonging (to him)	 17.	proportion = a mathematical comparison between two	
7.	 nicked = stole		  numbers
8.	 armed = supplied	 18.	glorious = wonderful	
9.	 retired = went in order to have privacy	 19.	ecstasy = special pleasure	
10.	lavatory = bathroom	 20.	erect = build
11.	accommodated = allowed (time in the bathroom)	
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Basic Understanding

Choose the correct answer or answers in each question about Part One of the story.

1.	 How does the author show that the Mudds were a stupid family? (lines 1–12)
a.	 They got money from the government.
b.	 Most of them never got married.
c.	 They never changed their last name.	
d.	 Fred committed the crime of poaching.
e.	 They gave their children horrible first names.

2.	 What are we told about the Mudd children’s experiences in school? (lines 13–19)
a.	 They were all the worst students in their class.
b.	 The teachers knew and liked them.
c.	 The teachers weren’t especially excited to teach them.
d.	 Some of them had reached fourth from the bottom of the class. 
e.	 They tried their best, but didn’t have much success.

3.	 Why wasn’t Maud at the bottom of her class at the end of first grade? (lines 25–29)
a.	 She was able to learn a little bit of reading, writing, and mathematics.
b.	 There was another student who was an even worse student than she was.
c.	 She was just very lucky to have achieved some good grades.
d.	 Her teacher brought up her grades in order to encourage her.
e.	 Her teacher made a mistake when calculating the class’ grades.

4.	 During the country-dancing lesson, (—). (lines 30–52)
a.	 Maud’s mind suddenly opened up to conventional teaching
b.	 Maud became fascinated by the world of numbers
c.	 Maud immediately understood the mysteries of multiplication and division
d.	 Maud secretly began counting the children around her
e.	 Maud became interested in dancing

5.	 What do we know about Maud’s fascination with figures? (lines 40–66)
a.	 Her teachers and friends never knew what she was doing.
b.	 Before that, she had had a hard time even counting to ten.
c.	 It was a puzzle to her, which worked every time.
d.	 It caused her to start learning more arithmetic on her own.
e.	 She tried to hide it from her family but was unsuccessful.

6.	 Maud continued to practice arithmetic (—). (lines 53–70) 
a.	 with her brother Willie
b.	 in the lavatory
c.	 using a book that had been lent to her brother
d.	 while hiding in the woods
e.	 using a book she took from school

SAMPLE
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Vocabulary Practice  (List 1)

True or false?

___ 1.	 After starting to count everything she could, Maud began dividing things into groups.

___ 2.	 Not a single Mudd had reached higher than fourth from the top of the class.

___ 3.	 The money that Fred Mudd earned as a pigman was sufficient for his family’s needs.

___ 4.	 Maud exploited the fact that Willie had forgotten to return his arithmetic book to school. 

___ 5.	 Maud went through her first year at school without really learning anything.

___ 6.	 Maud first discovered the magic of numbers through conventional learning at school, but then 
continued learning on her own.

___ 7.	 Before Maud discovered the magic of numbers, she struggled to even count to ten.

___ 8.	 Maud tried to hide her fascination with numbers from the other members of her family.

___ 9.	 In the Mudd household, it was normal for the children to get blows if they asked a question.

___ 10.	Maud was content when she understood subtraction and didn’t feel the need to learn anything else. 

___ 11.	Maud acquired an arithmetic book from the bookstore in her village.

___ 12.	In the author’s view, the Mudd children had particularly ugly names on their birth certificates.

___ 13.	Maud was addicted to studying a variety of subjects.

___ 14.	Maud understood division at a time that it was still a mystery for her peers.

___ 15.	In the country-dancing lesson, the teacher split the students up into groups of six.

___ 16.	Willie protested when Maud took the arithmetic book he had gotten from school.

___ 17.	Maud discovered that the magic of numbers worked even when she varied the objects she counted.

___ 18.	Maud’s teacher suspected her of studying arithmetic independently.

___ 19.	Fred and Bella Mudd were brighter than their children.

___ 20.	Before the country-dancing lesson, Maud’s grades were satisfactory but not perfect.

___ 21.	The Mudd children didn’t do well in school. Nevertheless, their teachers loved teaching them.

___ 22.	Throughout the summer, Maud studied arithmetic in the lavatory.

___ 23.	Maud understood advanced arithmetic long before the other students in her class.

___ 24.	All the Mudd children felt a lot of enthusiasm for learning.

___ 25.	Maud came across several advanced arithmetic books, and she studied them all.

___ 26.	Overall, the village school where the Mudds learned had an especially high level of studies.

___ 27.	Because there were so many Mudds, the amount of time Maud could study in the lavatory was 
necessarily limited.

___ 28.	The junior Mudds were the most ambitious students at their school.

___ 29.	From the moment she started school, Maud understood arithmetic with ease.

___ 30.	Maud was excited by the prospect of studying arithmetic the whole summer.
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Focusing on Language: The Passive (Part One)

We use the Passive when we want to focus on an action rather than on who performed the action. For 
example: This house was built more than 500 years ago. (We want to focus on the building of the house, 
not on who built it.)

There are a number of reasons why we would choose to use the Passive, including:

1.	 We don’t know who performed the action.  For example: Our car was stolen last night! (Unfortunately, 
we don’t know who the thieves are.)

2.	 It’s not important to know who performed the action. For example: Every bicycle is tested before it 
leaves our factory. (We don’t care who the testers are.)

3.	 We all understand who performed the action, for instance, it’s a general statement about all or 
many people. For example: Green tea is considered a superfood. (We can understand that doctors, 
scientists, and others consider it a superfood.)

4.	 The action is more important than who did it, i.e., the focus is on the action. For example: This book 
was written by my favorite author. (Our focus is on the book rather than on its author.)

5.	 To set rules and regulations. For example: Smoking on planes is strictly prohibited.

We can use the Passive in all the Simple, Continuous (Progressive), and Perfect Simple tenses. The 
Passive form is be + verb + ed / V3. Here is how that would look in the Present and Perfect Simple tenses:

Tense Be Verb Examples

Present Simple am 
is 
are

+ verb + ed / 
V3

If I’m chosen, I will be so happy.
This device is made in China.
All the rooms in our hotel are cleaned daily.

Past Simple was 
were

Why was I only given two hours to complete 
a five-hour task? 
Last year, the Bagrut exams were postponed 
by a month.

Future Simple will be The project will be completed in around three 
weeks.

Present Perfect has
have

been A new medicine has been discovered by 
researchers at Bar-Ilan University.
We’ve been invited to so many events that 
there’s no way we can go to all of them. 

Past Perfect had been All the food had been eaten by the time we 
arrived at the party.

If we want to say who performed the action, we add by + the person / people that performed the action.

Note that some verbs can never be used in the Passive, for example, die, happen, occur, exist, sleep, fall, 
arrive, come, go, seem, remain, and become, because these verbs don’t perform an action on an object.

There are also some verbs that always or almost always appear in the Passive, such as bear (born) and 
rumor.

SAMPLE
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A.	 Read the sentences from the story below and underline the Passive form in each sentence. Then 
write why you think the author chose to use the Passive for that sentence.

1.	 “The situation was eased only by Fred’s poaching activities.” (line 8)
Why Passive? _______________________________________________________________________

2.	 “The eight birth certificates were blessed with: Ernie, Aggie, Willie, Bessie, Sidney, Margie, Peggy, right 
through to the final fling of Maud Mudd.” (lines 11–12) 
Why Passive? _______________________________________________________________________

3.	 “The junior Mudds were all known at school for their stupidity.” (line 13)
Why Passive? _______________________________________________________________________

4.	 “By the time Maud was presented to the infant class, not a single Mudd had risen farther than fourth 
from the bottom, and only Sidney had reached such heights.”  (lines 17–18)
Why Passive? _______________________________________________________________________

5.	 “Soon the joys of fractions, decimals, and proportion had been experienced and, one glorious day in 
mid-July, the final ecstasy of finding out how long it would take seven men to erect eighty-nine meters of 
fencing when thirteen men took five hours, thirty-five minutes, eleven seconds to fix one hundred and 
nineteen meters (and posts at a different rate).” (lines 67–70)
Why Passive? _______________________________________________________________________

6.	 “The heights had been reached, she felt.” (line 70)
Why Passive? _______________________________________________________________________

B.	 Complete the sentences about Part One of the story with the correct form of the verb in brackets 
(the Past Simple Passive and / or Past Perfect Passive). 

1.	 Whenever the Mudd children asked their parents a question, _________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. (hit) 

2.	 Though Hector Rudge was undeniably subnormal, __________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________. (accept)

3.	 Although Mudd was a terrible name, _____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________. (not change)

4.	 In the country-dancing lesson, Maud was fascinated to discover that ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________. (comprise)

5.	 Originally, Maud planned to do math in the lavatory, but after a short while, _______________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________. (abandon)

6.	 The Mudd children were supposed to return  all their books to school at the end of the year, so Maud was 
happy to discover that _______________________________________________________. (overlook)

SAMPLE
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Analysis and Interpretation I

Answer the questions about Part One of the story.

1.	 What can we understand about Fred and Bella Mudd’s parenting skills? List at least two things. 
(lines 1–57)
a.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
b.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
c.	 _______________________________________________________________________________

2.	 In your opinion, how much of the Mudd children’s stupidity was the result of a low IQ, and how much 
was a result of their home environment? Explain. ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Even before Maud entered school, her teachers were sure that she was stupid. Do you think that that 
knowledge negatively affected Maud’s chances of learning from these teachers? Justify your answer with 
quotes from the story. (lines 13–54) _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.	 Why do you think Maud tried to hide the fact that she was learning? ___________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 Maud borrowed Willie’s arithmetic book, which actually should have been returned to the school. What 
does this show you about Maud and her family? List at least one thing. (lines 55–60) _______________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

SAMPLE
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Analysis and Interpretation II: Critical Thinking Strategies

Read one or more of the following questions with your teacher and answer it / them as directed by 
your teacher.

►	 Comparing and Contrasting 

One way to better understand a story is to be able to compare and contrast characters, opinions, behaviors, 
situations, etc.

1.	 Maud’s learning experience at school was very different from her experience learning independently. 
Complete the table comparing and contrasting the two experiences.

Learning at School Learning Independently

a. Her mind was closed to learning.

b. Arithmetic was magic to her.

c. She was behind almost everyone in the class.

d. No one saw her learning.

Comparing and Contrasting = finding similarities (comparing) and differences (contrasting), and 
drawing conclusions when appropriate

Useful vocabulary:	also, although, both, but, compared to, different from / than, even though,  
have in common, however, in contrast with, in the same way, like, nevertheless,  
on the contrary, on the one hand … on the other hand, similar, similarly, still,  
the same (as), unlike, while, yet 

SAMPLE



For the Love of Literature: Piece by Piece

14

2.	 At the beginning of Mudd Lark, it seems that Maud will be following in the footsteps of her seven 
brothers and sisters, but at some point, we realize that she is actually quite different from them in many 
ways. Complete the Venn diagram below with as many comparisons and contrasts of Maud and the 
other Mudd children as you can. One example is given.

►	 Predicting 

When we read, our mind is always thinking ahead to what will happen next. In a well-written story, the 
author gives us clues that help us predict what will happen next,  yet at the same time manages to surprise 
us at different points of the story.

Maud 
Mudd

Maud’s 
Brothers and Sisters

They were known at 
school for their stupidity.

Predicting = guessing what will happen in the future based on whatever clues you have in the present, 
guessing the content or the outcome of the text, either before or during reading, based 
on available information 

Useful vocabulary:	clue, come true, expect, expectation, (in the) future, predict, (make a) prediction, 
suggest 

SAMPLE



Mudd Lark

15

3.	 a.	 At the end of Part One of the story, Maud finished the advanced arithmetic book that she had found 
and “the heights had been reached.” What do you think Maud will do in Part Two of the story? Make 
at least two predictions about the story’s continuation. Base each prediction on at least two clues that 
you find in Part One of the story. (If you like, you may use the same clues for both predictions, since 
very often clues can lead to more than one prediction.) One clue has been filled in for you.

Clues	 Prediction I

Clues	 Prediction II

b.	 Do you think that you had enough clues in the story to make accurate predictions? Explain. 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Your Opinion

Work in pairs or in groups. Give your opinion (orally) on the issues below.

►	 Your Passion 

When she was in second grade, Maud discovered numbers, and they quickly became her passion. She counted 
everything she could, until she taught herself not only addition and subtraction, but also multiplication, 
division, fractions, decimals, and other advanced topics. Because she was so passionate about math, Maud 
devoted all her free time to it — something quite unusual for a girl her age. 

1.	 Do you know anyone who has a passion for a field of study, a hobby, or work as strong as Maud’s passion 
for math? If so, describe the passion and how it affects that person.

2.	 Is there anything that you feel truly passionate about? If so, what? How much time do you devote to it? 
Explain. 

3.	 Some people claim that it’s impossible to reach truly significant goals and achievements unless you have a 
real passion for whatever it is that you’re doing. For example, you can only be a top musician if you have 
an overwhelming passion for music. Do you agree or disagree with this opinion? Explain.

i.	 Maud reached a very high level in 
Mathematics.

ii.

iii.

iv.
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Notice While Reading

How does Maud’s passion for math begin to affect other areas of her life? 

PART TWO

Three years had gone by like a flash1 with these illicit2 sessions and, although she was crafty3 enough to falsify 
to some extent the work produced at school, she had necessarily, almost imperceptibly,4 crept5 up to the 
halfway mark in the class. 

There came a day, however, when Maud realized with horror that she had reached the limits of what she 
could do. Every problem in the book had been solved twice over, and making up her own had begun to pall,6 

as often she knew the answer almost as quickly as she had made up the question. It was a sad day, and she 
realized something must be done. 

Unconsciously,7 her brain had been trained to reason8 and, with a certain reluctance, she faced the possibility 
that perhaps some of her other school subjects might have hidden depths. She was still a stolid child and 
didn’t adopt ideas rashly.9

Just one subject at a time was enough; she decided to tackle10 History, mainly because of the dates being 
figures. Arithmetic was now second nature, and History never became quite the same passion; but it filled a 
gap and offered some joys — especially complicated royal family trees.

Maud publicly slipped up11 another place or two, and privately moved on to Geography. Miss Jennings asked 
Miss Taylor if she thought that Maud had been switched in the hospital as a baby. 

Actually, it was an unwarranted12 suggestion: A great-grandfather, although now unremembered, had been 
an astonishingly13 adept14 counter of bottles and crates in a factory.

Nothing in Maud Mudd’s life ever rivaled15 her obsession16 with figures, but History, Geography, Spelling, 
and kindred17 subjects fought a losing battle against her. 

Although she continued to underplay her hand18 when it came to presenting her ability, at the end of her 
second to last year in the Junior School, she astonished everyone there, not least herself, by finishing fourth 
from the top. 

1.	 like a flash = very fast	 11.	slipped up = moved up
2.	 illicit = forbidden 	 12.	unwarranted = without a reason
3.	 crafty = smart (in a sly way)	 13.	astonishingly = surprisingly
4.	 imperceptibly = without being felt	 14.	adept = skilled, expert
5.	 crept = slowly and quietly moved	 15.	rivaled = equaled
6.	 pall = become boring	 16.	obsession = thinking about it all the time
7.	 Unconsciously = without thought 	 17.	kindred = connected, similar
8.	 reason = think logically	 18.	underplay her hand = not show everything she knew,
9.	 rashly = without thinking things through		  pretend to be less than she was	
10.	tackle = work on		

 

 

75 

 

 

 

80

 

 

 

85 

 

90 

SAMPLE



For the Love of Literature: Piece by Piece

18

That was when the second odd thing in Maud’s life happened to her. On finding she was fourth from the 
top, her first reaction was one of horror that she had been found out: Then, out of the blue,1 she had an 
unprecedented2 feeling of pride. That really was something — not only was a Mudd fourth, but a Mudd was 
proud of herself, and such a thing had never happened before. 

Now this affected Maud very oddly indeed. She had been brought up in a household where no one had ever 
been praised or, indeed, treated as an individual; but suddenly, she craved3 appreciation and a display of 
parental pride. From there it was a short and foolish step to imagine herself rushing home with the glorious 

tidings4 and having her mother behave as she knew other people’s mothers did. Maud had happened to5 be 
there when Fiona Watters had told her mother that she was second in Art, and her mother had kissed her 
ecstatically,6 given her ten pence and assured her that her father would be very proud of her. 

Maud imagined herself participating in such a scene although, admittedly, she found the ten-pence part of it 
a bit of a strain on her imagination. 

Consequently, instead of lingering7 to count the prices of different cakes in Smith’s window and working out8 
the average price per cake (she thought out such treats for herself most days), she ran all the way home, threw 
open the door and announced dramatically to her mother, who was peeling a large mound9 of potatoes, that 
she was fourth from top of her class. 

Her mother slapped10 her face with a wet hand and said, “You little liar!11 How often do I have to tell you I’ll 
belt the living daylights out of you12 if you lie to me or anyone else!”

They had their standards, the Mudds — on the whole, not high ones, but Bella Mudd had quite a thing about 
lies. Maud brooded13 long and bitterly, and finally came to a momentous14 decision. Somehow, by fair means 
or foul,15 she was going to be top of the Junior School next year; then her parents would be given a written 
invitation to attend prize-giving and, not only would they have to believe her, but she would get a prize to 
boot16 — books of her own choice to the value of ten pounds.17 Yet another vista18 was opening before her.

It wasn’t going to be easy, though. English was, as yet, a closed book to her — quite literally. If she worked on 
that and quite openly did her very best at school, she had little doubt that she could pull herself up to second 
place — but then there was Rosemary Laing. 

1.	 out of the blue = suddenly, unexpectedly	 10.	slapped = hit (with an open hand)
2.	 unprecedented = new, never experienced before	 11. liar = someone who tells lies
3.	 craved = strongly wanted	 12.	belt the living daylights out of you = beat you badly	
4.	 tidings = news	 13.	brooded = thought and worried about it	
5.	 happened to = by chance	 14.	momentous = important
6.	 ecstatically = very happily	 15.	by fair means or foul = fairly or unfairly
7.	 lingering = staying for a while	 16.	to boot = in addition
8.	 working out = calculating	 17.	pounds = the unit of money used in Britain (£)
9.	 mound = pile	 18.	vista = possibility			 
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Basic Understanding

Answer the questions about Parts One and Two of the story.

1.	 Complete the sentences. (lines 71–83)
a.	 Maud began studying other subjects because ___________________________________________.
b.	 The first subject she chose after Arithmetic was ________________ because __________________

______________________________________________________________________________.

2.	 Complete the table with Maud’s class ranking at different points in her Junior School career, assuming 
that Junior School in her village was from 1st to 7th grade. (In Australia, some Junior Schools end with 
6th grade, and others end with 7th grade.) (lines 25–92)

End of … Position

1st grade

halfway

fourth from the top

3.	 What odd thing happened to Maud? What made it so unusual? (lines 93–102) ____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Complete the sentence. (lines 93–110)
Maud announced her position in the class to her mother hoping to _____________________________ 
but instead, Bella Mudd accused her of __________________________________________________.

5.	 What was Maud’s momentous decision? What was its purpose? (lines 105–115) ___________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Why did Rosemary Laing worry Maud? How did she decide to deal with the problem? (lines 116–126)
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 Maud’s babysitting job is described as “an ideal arrangement.” Give two reasons why this arrangement 
was so good for Maud. (lines 127–135)
a.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
b.	 _______________________________________________________________________________

8.	 Which part of the English exam was hardest for Maud to study for? Explain how she prepared herself for 
that exam. (lines 138–150) ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 List three things that Maud did in the last month before the exams. (lines 138–152) 
a.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
b.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
c.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
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Vocabulary Practice  (List 2)

Complete the cloze with words from the box below. (Do not use all the words in the box.)

After three years of studying math on her own, Maud had to 1.________________ the fact that she had 
reached her mathematical limits. With some 2.________________, she decided to move on to other 
subjects. Maud started with History, which had figures — dates — for her to 3.________________. After she 
successfully taught herself all the 4.________________ royal family trees, she easily moved on to Geography, 
Spelling, and other subjects. Learning other subjects was not the same as learning Arithmetic, but it filled a 
5.________________.

When Maud reached fourth from the top of the class, she first felt 6.________________ because she 
had been trying to hide her learning from everyone. Then, however, she  started having an odd  feeling 
of 7.________________ — something that no Mudd had ever experienced before. Remembering the 
way Fiona’s mother had behaved when her daughter had reached second place in Art, Maud imagined a 
8.________________ in which her mother kissed her and told her how proud she was of her. (She managed 
to picture this in her head even though the Mudd children had not been 9.________________ like other 
children and were never 10.________________ by their parents.)

11.________________, Maud rushed home to 12.________________ announce her good news. However, 
Bella Mudd’s 13.________________ was not what Maud had expected. Maud’s mother was sure that Maud 
had 14.________________ the story, so instead of getting a kiss, Maud got a slap in the face.   

Maud was very 15.________________  about this, but after thinking long and hard, she realized that she 
had to find a way to prove her accomplishments to her mother. She decided to reach the top of her class the 
following year, because then her parents would get a written invitation to attend the prize-giving ceremony. 
16.________________ would her parents have to believe her, but she would also win free books of her 
choice.

17.________________,  Maud thought that she had a good chance of reaching her goal. Her one worry  was 
clever Rosemary Laing, whom she knew would be hard to beat. Then she remembered that the Mary Forsyth 
Memorial Prize was awarded 18.________________ on the results of the final exams. This meant that she 
could keep her knowledge 19.________________ throughout the year and do her best only on the final 
exams. The 20.________________ of this was that Rosemary would feel secure in her victory and not work 
harder to beat Maud. 

Maud immediately began implementing her plan. There were many subjects that she already knew very well, 
but English had until then 21.________________ been a closed book for her. While babysitting for Jean Rogers 
every night, Maud managed to teach herself English grammar, for example, how to 22.________________ 
sentences into clauses. She also used her imagination — as well as some copying — to produce a masterpiece 
for the Composition exam. After memorizing her 23.________________, she dedicated two weeks to a 
general 24.________________ of all the material that would be on the test.  

on the whole – pride – essay – not only – split – assured – complicated – face – bitter –  

passion – hidden – made up – purely – foolish – seldom – memorize – dramatically –  

to some extent – brought up – reaction – revision – reluctance – participated – literally –  

satisfying – horror – praised – scene – strained – gap – consequently – significance 
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B.	 Rewrite the sentences below by changing the modals from Active to Passive. 

1.	 Maud had to pay her mother half a pound of her babysitting money every week. __________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Maud could adapt her composition to cover different topics. __________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Maud thought that she might fill a gap by studying other subjects. _____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Maud discovered that she could divide a variety of objects into groups. __________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 Maud decided that she had to hide her learning from her family. ______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Focusing on Literature

►	 Characterization

1.	 Of the above methods of characterization, which two does the author of Mudd Lark mainly use to describe 
Maud’s personality? __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 List one of Maud’s personality traits that you can learn from each of those two methods. Bring quotes 
from the text to support your answer. (Parts One and Two)
Method ___:	 _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Method ___:	 _______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Characterization is the author’s representation of a character in a piece of literature — the way that he or 
she describes a character to the readers. 

There are three main methods of characterization: 

1.	 A direct presentation of the physical and moral aspects of the character by the narrator, either when 
the character is first introduced in the story or bit by bit throughout the story

2.	 The character’s actions and speech, from which readers can infer the character’s personality traits 

3.	 The inner thoughts of the character, which are a window to his or her soul
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Analysis and Interpretation I

Answer the questions about Parts One and Two of the story. 

1.	 Why did Miss Jennings suspect that Maud had been switched in the hospital as a baby? (lines 81–85)
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Why was everyone, including Maud herself, astonished when she finished fourth from the top of the 
class? List two reasons. (lines 90–96)
a.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
b.	 _______________________________________________________________________________

3.	 a.	 Why do you think Bella Mudd reacted the way she did to Maud’s announcement that she was fourth 
from the top of the class? (lines 105–115) ______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

b.	 Based on Maud’s behavior in Parts One and Two of the story, do you think that there was any reason 
for Bella to specifically suspect Maud of lying? Explain your answer. _________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Based on what you know about Maud and the way her brain worked, why do you think Composition was 
harder for her than other subjects? ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 a.	 What is your opinion of the way Maud prepared for the Composition exam? Was it a smart way of 
doing things or not? Explain. (lines 138–152) ___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

b.	 What could Maud’s method of preparation teach you for your own life? ___________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Analysis and Interpretation II: Critical Thinking Strategies

Read one or more of the following questions with your teacher and answer it / them as directed by 
your teacher.

►	 Comparing and Contrasting 

1.	 Answer the questions below by using the Critical Thinking Strategy of Comparing and Contrasting 
which you learned in Part I of the story.

a.	 Compare and contrast Maud’s attitude toward Arithmetic with her attitude toward History and 
other subjects. __________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

b.	 Compare and contrast Maud’s attempts at learning most subjects with her attempts at preparing for 
the Composition exam. ____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

►	 Distinguishing Different Perspectives 

Just like in real life, not everyone in the story sees things in the same way. When reading literature, it’s 
important to be able to distinguish the perspectives of the different characters, as well as understand your 
own perspective of the characters and the story. 

Distinguishing Different Perspectives = identifying different opinions and points of view (within the 
text and / or among the readers of the text)

Useful vocabulary:	attitude, differences, distinguish, however, identify, on the one hand /  
on the other hand, outlook, outside / inside, perception, perspective, point of view 
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Notice While Reading

Does anything about the description of the exams surprise you? 

PART THREE

Monday dawned and Rosemary Laing presented herself — or, rather, her doting1 mother presented 
her — armed to the teeth2 with pens, pencils, rubbers, clean handkerchiefs,3 a new watch, and a packet4 of 
orange-flavoured glucose tablets5 to keep her energy level at full pitch.6 

Maud Mudd settled for7 the pencil and a pen supplied for those who failed to bring their own.

The timetable had been issued in advance and was quite straightforward: The exams were to last two-and- 
a-half-days. On Monday morning, Spelling and History, and in the afternoon, English Paper I (Grammar). 
Tuesday held, in the morning, Dictation and Geography, and in the afternoon, English Paper II (Composition). 
Wednesday, in pride of place on its own (and just as it should be, thought Maud) was Arithmetic. 

Spelling came and went without much trouble, except for a nagging8 doubt about “mattress” (matress?). 
History wasn’t too bad.

Tuesday, of course, started with Dictation; she was fairly sanguine about the spelling side of it and had 
thrown in, at one point, a semi-colon9— rather a nice touch,10 she felt. 

Geography was perhaps, Maud admitted to herself, a trifle11 worrying. She was pretty hot12 on things like the 
equator13 and even the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,14 to say nothing of tundras,15 but shaky, at best, on 
the capital of Australia, and the Suez and Panama Canals. 

The choice of compositions, mercifully,16 included “My Ambition.”

Maud had never known a sleepless night, and Tuesday was no exception. 

On Wednesday, she woke with a feeling of excited anticipation. Not only did she have ahead of her the treat 
of a complete morning spent doing Arithmetic, but for the first time ever, in the whole of her life, she was 
going to do her best openly, joyfully and gloriously. 

There in front of her on her desk were blank sheets of white paper and, face downwards, the precious question 
paper. At a given signal, the class in unison17 turned the papers over. As the ten questions were read over, 
muffled groans18 and despairing sighs echoed19 round the room from all except two.

1.	 doting = very loving and caring	 12.	hot = good, knowledgeable
2.	 armed to the teeth = completely supplied with	 13.	equator = the imaginary line around the Earth that
3.	 handkerchiefs = tissues made of cloth		  divides it into north and south parts
4.	 packet = package	 14.	the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn = the most	
5.	 glucose tablets = sugar pills (candies)		  northern and southern parts of Earth where the sun
6.	 at full pitch = at its highest level		  can appear directly overhead
7.	 settled for = had to manage with	 15.	tundras = very cold places where trees don’t grow	
8.	 nagging = troubling	 16.	mercifully = thankfully
9.	 a semi-colon = ;	 17.	in unison = all together	
10.	touch = detail	 18.	muffled groans = quiet sounds of unhappiness
11.	a trifle = a little	 19.	echoed = were repeated
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Basic Understanding

Answer the questions about Part Three of the story.

1.	 What supplies did Maud bring to school on the day of the exam? (lines 153–156) __________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Complete the table with the information about the exams that Maud took. (The exams should be listed 
in chronological order.) (lines 157–183)

Subject Day How Maud felt about it Results
of test (before or after the test took place)

Maud Rosemary

a. All right except for a doubt about “mattress”

b. History

c. No information given

d. 

e. Tuesday

f. Happy

g.

3.	 In your own words, describe how Maud took the Arithmetic exam. (lines 173–183) ________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Complete the sentence. (lines 192–200)
Before the results were announced, Maud’s classmates were sure that ___________________________
________________, but they didn’t know who ___________________________________________. 

5.	 Choose all the correct answers. (lines 198–211) 
After hearing the first day’s results, Maud’s classmates (—).
a.	 supported Maud against Rosemary 
b.	 suspected her of cheating on the exams
c.	 were upset that a Mudd had done so well
d.	 couldn’t wait to hear the rest of the results
e.	 were sure that Maud would win the prize

6.	 Fill in the missing words. (lines 231–245)
Most of Maud’s classmates _____________________ the Arithmetic exam.

7.	 Complete the sentence. (lines 244–253)
As a result of Maud’s success on the Arithmetic exam, she ____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________.

SAMPLE



Mudd Lark

35

22.	 Maud had ________________ study the topic of canals well, which affected her results on the Geography 
exam.

23.	 Maud’s classmates ________________ with disappointment when they heard her Geography grade.

24.	 After the first day’s results were announced, everyone realized that Maud was only three points behind 
Rosemary. ________________, Rosemary wasn’t even a little bit worried about being beaten by Maud.

25.	 After the results of the first exams were announced, there was an unusually ________________ interest 
in the rest of the results.

26.	 The exams went well for Maud other than an ________________ doubt about an answer, such as whether 
she had spelled the word mattress correctly. 

27.	 All the students ________________ when they heard Maud’s final grade on the Arithmetic exam.

28.	 Maud’s classmates were sure that Maud had been ________________ to give up after an hour because 
the Arithmetic exam was too hard for her. 

29.	 A cheer ________________ around the room when the students realized that Maud had achieved first 
place.

30.	 Maud didn’t ________________ at any of her classmates as she left the classroom after finishing the 
Arithmetic exam.

31.	 Rosemary mostly knew how to solve the problems on the Arithmetic exam, but she sometimes felt 
________________ of puzzlement.

32.	 The topic that Maud chose to write about on the Composition exam was “My ________________.”

33.	 Some of the students ________________ Maud because they thought she had given up on the Arithmetic 
exam. 

34.	 The Junior Headmistress announced most of the exam results in a very ________________ manner: 
from highest to lowest.

35.	 When Rosemary heard that Maud had gotten 100 on the Arithmetic exam, she ________________ out 
the door and straight to her mother.

forced – failed to – soared – nonetheless – issued – signal – dashed –  

pitied – handed over – traces – abandoned – speech – precious – straightforward –  

contrary to – annoyed – ambition – nasty – settled – rejoiced – puzzled – apprehensive –  

spread – bother to – sighed – ironing – glance – bets – occasional – exception –  

dawned – satisfaction – witnessed – identical – lively
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►	 Predicting

4.	 Predict what Rosemary Laing said and did when she arrived home and ran into her mother’s arms. 
Base your answer on your assessment of Rosemary’s personality and explain how you arrived at your 
prediction. _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

►	 Distinguishing Different Perspectives

5.	 The same situation may be viewed by a hundred people, yet each one will see things differently depending 
on his or her attitude and point of view. Distinguish the different perspectives of the characters in 
Mudd Lark at different times in Part Three of the story. Choose at least three of the following and list the 
perspectives of all the characters in parentheses.

a.	 (Maud, Rosemary, other students in the class, the staff) Their perspective on the Arithmetic exam 
(not on the results) _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

b.	 (Rosemary, other students in the class, the Junior Headmistress) Their perspective on Maud being only 
three marks behind Rosemary (after the first day’s results were announced) ___________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

c.	 (Maud, Rosemary, other students in the class) Their perspective on what the results of the Arithmetic 
exam would be (just before the results were announced) __________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

d.	 (Rosemary, other students in the class, the Junior Headmistress) Their perspective on Rosemary’s 
mark on the Arithmetic exam (after Rosemary’s grade was announced and before Maud’s grade was 
announced) _____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

e.	 (Rosemary, Maud, other students in the class, the Junior Headmistress) Their perspective on Maud 
beating Rosemary and reaching the top of the class ______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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6.	 Think about your perspective of the different characters. Who did you most identify with and why? 
	 __________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Your Opinion

Work in pairs or in groups. Give your opinion (orally) on the issues below.

►	 Setting and Achieving Goals 

In the story, Maud set herself the ambitious goal of winning the Mary Forsyth Memorial Prize (in order to 
get a written invitation for her parents to attend prize-giving), and worked very hard to achieve that goal. 

1.	 Do you think it’s important for children and teenagers to set goals 
for themselves, or is it enough that their parents and teachers set 
goals for them (for example, by assigning them a project)? Explain.

2.	 Have you ever set a challenging goal for yourself (past or future)? 
If so, what was / is it? 

3.	 What steps did you take / do you plan to take to achieve your goal?  

4.	 Were you successful / Do you envision success in achieving your goal? Why or why not?

Spoken Presentation

►	 Plagiarism

Prepare a spoken presentation of about one to two minutes about the issue of plagiarism. Present at least two 
common misconceptions (mistaken ideas) that people have about using material given by others and explain. 
Give at least two examples of plagiarism and present ways to avoid plagiarizing. Give your presentation 
according to your teacher’s guidelines.

Base your presentation on resources that your teacher recommends to you. Also share examples from your 
own personal experience. 

Maud got 100 on the Arithmetic exam and reached the top of her class, but she wouldn’t have 
achieved that goal if she hadn’t also gotten top grades on all her other tests. In most of the subjects, 
she earned those grades fairly, but in one subject — Composition — she only got a high grade through 
cheating (plagiarizing parts of her memorized composition). If she hadn’t added that “pinch of 
crafty plagiarism” to her composition, it’s possible that her mark on that exam would have been low 
enough to allow Rosemary to beat her and reach first place. In other words, it could be that she really 
didn’t deserve to win first place.

Nowadays, information is easily accessible, which makes it much easier to plagiarize. Many people, 
especially teenagers, are not aware of how problematic plagiarism is. 
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Bridging Text and Context

►	 Supporting the Underdog

Listen to the information about Australia’s culture of supporting the underdog. Connect the information 
that you have learned to Mudd Lark. Write 80–100 words. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Post-Reading Activity

Choose one of the following tasks and write it in your own words. (Do not copy from the story!)

1.	 You are Maud Mudd, and you are now graduating from high school as valedictorian (the top student in 
the class). Write the speech (approximately 120–140 words total) that you will give at your graduation.

Remember that:

•	 A graduation speech usually contains words of inspiration, thanks, and hopes for the future. 

•	 You don’t want to tell everything that happened to you, but you might want to share some of your story 
with your classmates and the other people attending the graduation party.

•	 Your speech should include an introduction, body, and conclusion.

2.	 Tell the story from Rosemary Laing’s point of view (approximately 120–140 words total). If you want, it 
can be in the form of diary entries.

Remember that:

•	 Rosemary doesn’t know everything that happened with Maud. 

•	 Rosemary’s personality should be reflected in the way she tells the story.

3.	 Write a continuation of Mudd Lark (approximately 120–140 words total), telling what happened right 
after Maud discovered that her mother couldn’t read (up to not more than a few months after the story 
takes place). 

Remember that:

•	 The continuation has to be realistic and based on the personalities of all the characters involved. (For 
example, Bella Mudd shouldn’t suddenly become a loving and caring mother.) 

•	 The continuation shouldn’t be generic (“They all lived happily ever after”), but specific to the story.

4.	 Make a scrapbook or collage representing Maud’s years in Junior School (approximately 10–12 pictures /
items with a 2–4 sentence explanation for each).

Remember that:

•	 You can include photos and drawings, as well as other objects such as letters.

•	 Each picture / item should represent something that was important to Maud at some time in the story.

•	 Write the explanations as though Maud were writing them at the time that she put each picture / item 
into her scrapbook or on her collage. 

5.	 Write a conversation between Rosemary Laing’s mother and the Junior Headmistress that takes place on 
the same day that the results of the Arithmetic exam were announced.  Mrs. Laing has come to complain 
to the Headmistress about the results, and the Junior Headmistress must respond to her complaints.  

Remember that:

• Mrs. Laing is Rosemary’s mother and probably shares some of her character traits. 

• The Junior Headmistress doesn’t like Rosemary, but she can’t say that to Mrs. Laing.

SAMPLE
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Critical Thinking Strategy # 1: Comparing and Contrasting

►	 Finding Similarities and Differences

1.	 Imagine that you have just been hired as the manager of the supermarket pictured above. In your first 
week on the job, you observe what happens at the supermarket at different times of the day, on different 
days of the week so you can better understand how the supermarket runs. Start by finding at least three 
similarities and three differences between the two scenes above.
a.	 Similarities: 	 i.	 ________________________________________________________________

ii.	 ________________________________________________________________
iii.	 ________________________________________________________________

b.	 Differences:	 i.	 ________________________________________________________________
ii.	 ________________________________________________________________
iii.	 ________________________________________________________________

2.	 Based on your answers above, what are three changes you could make in the supermarket to improve 
your customers’ shopping experience and / or the supermarket’s efficiency and profits?
i.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
ii.	 _______________________________________________________________________________
iii.	 _______________________________________________________________________________

►	 Your Future Career

3.	 Choose two professions that you think you would enjoy studying and working in. Find as many 
comparisons and contrasts between the two professions as you can. ____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Based on your answers above, which profession do you think suits you best? Explain. ______________
__________________________________________________________________________________

SAMPLE
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Critical Thinking Strategy # 3: Distinguishing Different Perspectives

►	 Looking at a Goldfish

1.	 Look at the picture above. Do you think that the child and the cat are looking at the fish in the same way? 
Why or why not? ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Can you think of a scene you have seen today where you looked and saw one thing, while someone else 
saw or experienced something different? _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

► 	Understanding Others’ Perspectives

3.	 On a piece of  paper, write an opinion sentence that is somewhat or very controversial. For example: 
Everyone should be vegetarian. 

4.	 Go around the room and ask as many friends as you can for their perspective on your statement. Write 
down each new perspective that you hear. 

5.	 When you are finished or when your teacher has told everyone to stop walking around the room, take your 
list of perspectives and try to understand each one. (Note that understanding does not equal agreement!) 
Complete the following sentences for each point of view: I understand this perspective because I know …. 
For example: Whoever wants to be a vegetarian should do so, but I like meat, and I don’t want to stop 
eating it. I understand this perspective because I know that people won’t change their habits unless they 
truly believe in something.

SAMPLE
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Rubric for Assessing Post-Reading Activity and Summative Assessment
(According to the Ministry of Education)

Criteria — Content (50 points)

Clarity and 
coherence 

15–11 10–6 5–0

The response is clear, 
coherent, and well-
organized.

The response is partially 
clear and organized.

The response is unclear 
and not organized.

Understanding 
of the literary 
piece 

15–11 10–6 5–0

The response shows in-
depth understanding of the 
literary piece.

The response shows some 
understanding of the 
literary piece.

The response does not 
show understanding of the 
literary piece.

Supporting 
evidence and 
relevance

20–14 13–7 6–0

All information provided is 
relevant to the task.

The response includes 
many supporting details 
and examples to justify the 
response.

Only some of the 
information provided is 
relevant to the task.

The response has some 
supporting details and 
examples to justify the 
response.

Most information provided 
is irrelevant to the task.

The response has very few 
supporting details and 
examples to justify the 
response.

For the Love of Literature: Piece by Piece
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Criteria — Language B2 Level (50 points)

Vocabulary 
range and 
control

25–20 19–11 10–0

Shows correct use of rich 
and varied vocabulary.

Shows correct and 
appropriate use of language 
chunks and phrases.

Limited use of rich and 
varied vocabulary.

Limited use of language 
chunks and phrases.

Only basic vocabulary 
used.

Little use of language 
chunks and phrases.

Grammatical 
accuracy

15–11 10–6 5–0

Shows correct use of 
both simple and complex 
structures.

Correct word order.

Pronouns, prepositions, 
and articles are used 
correctly.

Limited use of complex 
structures.

Frequent mistakes in 
basic structures and some 
mistakes in complex 
structures.

Word order, pronouns, 
prepositions, and articles 
are mostly correct.

Very little use of complex 
structures and lacking 
command of simple 
structures.

Incorrect word order.

Incorrect use of 
prounouns, prepositions, 
and articles.

Mechanics of 
writing

10–8 7–6 5–0

High-frequency items 
are spelled correctly, low-
frequency items are mainly 
spelled correctly.

Punctuation is accurate.

Sentence and paragraphing 
conventions are followed 
(no run-on sentences).

Many spelling mistakes in 
high-frequency items.

Some errors in 
punctuation.

Sentence and paragraphing 
conventions are partially 
followed.

Inaccurate use of 
mechanics interferes with 
comprehension.

Many errors in 
punctuation.

Many run-on sentences.

Lacking paragraph 
conventions.

Rubric for Post-Reading and Summative Assessment
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